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The Beauties of Learning

LEARNING never ends. Continuing education is one of the
most important needs of our day, with the most far-
reaching consequences.

Life is not simple. The number of things that we
modern people would have to know in order really to
understand what goes on around us has increased more
rapidly than the number of things we do know. How
can we take our bearings? What are the landmarks
which will enable us to find our place in our own time
and with reference to other times?

So long as we were slaves to nature, we could allow
ourselves a workhorse mentality, and leave to nature
decisions which now must be ours.

The significance of continuing education is that it
rescues men and women from slave-like insignificance,
from the sense of being powerless and alone.

Too many, alas! rely wholly upon science, the marvel
of this age. Science cannot, by itself, solve our major
human problems. It can not impose upon people the co-
operative, give-and-take relations we should like to see
between individuals and between nations. What we need,
in continuing education, is ennoblement of individuals
through philosophy, the arts, religion — what we refer
to usually as the ‘*humanities’’.

This brings adults into the education picture. It is
adults, not children, who set the tone of a community.
Adult-hood is the significant period toward which life
leads. It is a stage of life which has a meaning and an
importance that no other stage can possess.

It is not enough to have learned to read, write and
figure. Canada has so few illiterates that they are not
worth counting at census-time. Skills do not give wisdom,
though they and science, technology and business
management do prepare the way toward wisdom.

There is no easy formula by which we can suddenly
grow mature in matters of the intellect and the spirit.
Every year that is given to the effort after graduation is
well worthwhile in the return it gives us in happiness,
satisfaction and achievement.

Continuing education

The title ‘‘adult education’ doesn’t at all describe
what is meant by ‘‘continuing education’’. There is
something attached to ‘*adult education’ which conveys
to the popular mind a catching up with arrears, a making
good after forty, or some such notion.

The truth is that the person who quits learning upon
leaving university or school is giving in to an idea of
limited usefulness, limited satisfaction and limited
happiness. He is contributing to his own bewilderment
and feeling of insecurity in a fast-moving world.

All sorts of definitions have been devised for ‘‘con-
tinuing education”’. They range through preparation for
service to the State, promotion of virtue, gaining do-
minance over things, obtaining satisfaction of wants, and
developing social efficiency.

These things may be incidental, but isn’t the real
purpose of continuing education self-realization? This
requires good human relations, economic efficiency and
civic responsibility.

It has to do with the conditions of life, and the art
of living in such a way as to obtain the greatest return.
It takes note of personal abilities, aptitudes and desires.
It serves needs which are inexhaustible.

What does a sincere attempt to widen our education
entail? It is not enough to seek skills in this or that, or
to become expert in something or other. Continuing
education leads us to know something of the other
person’s job, so as to appreciate the part he is playing
in life; it provides us with reasonably founded opinions
instead of unclarified passions and sentiment.

Our continuing education qualifies us to bring relevant
background to bear upon a current problem, to gather
information that will be pertinent to the question in
hand, to grasp relationships between this state of affairs
and another, between this person’s action and his social
environment; and — this is the aim and object of it all
— to make judgments in the light of our clearly defined
values and the information we have.






