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THE WORLD’S FOOD

HILE we on this continent complain of the
high cost of living, hundreds of millions of
people elsewhere cannot get enough to eat.

There has never been enough food everywhere in the
world. Even before the war 1,000 million people were
constantly undernourished. Philosophies have been
based on that fact: philosophies that encouraged forti-
tude, that promised to reward privation, that praised
and exalted those who did without. Now, according
to both scientists and philosophers, the world is up
against a crisis.

William Vogt, Chief of the Conservation Section of
the Pan American Union, has just published a book
called Road to Survival in which he declares: “By ex-
cessive breeding, and abuse of the land, mankind has
backed itself into an ecological trap. By a lopsided use
of applied science it has been living on promissory
notes. Now, all over the world, the notes are falling
due.”

This article is being printed at a time when there is
a world shortage of food amounting to a famine in
some lands, while in others there is a ration scale more
skimpy than during the war. It is necessary that this
situation should be known to all people in all coun-
tries. It is essential, too, that the reasons should be
known, so that we shall not be deluded into laying the
blame on climate, bad luck or the economic system.

Insofar as today’s shortage is the result of mankind’s
flouting of nature’s laws, nature has the whip hand.
Nature can wait and re-establish her equilibrium if
need be after man has disappeared, through his own
folly, from the scene. We shall see, in this article, that
nature does not overlook mistakes, nor does she make
allowances for ignorance.

We in Canada are likely to think of hunger as a
“gnawing” sensation that sends us with all speed to the
nearest restaurant, or to the ice-box. We are surprised
when we hear from a “displaced person” that chronic
hunger does not make itself felt in the stomach, but
in the head. After a few months of inadequate diet your
mind is robbed of all thought except that of finding

something to eat. With that as your main desire you
can’t concentrate on producing goods for export,
or on the moral issues in life. How different that
is from the ‘“shortages” which plagued Canada in
recent years: scarcity of steaks, salad oils, lettuce and
sugar.

We Live On the Soil

The world food situation is none too bright. Solu-
tion of the problem emphasizes not only Ruskin’s
memorable dictum: “If you want food you must toil
for it,” but the need, too, for understanding and educa-
tion and co-operation,

This means that we must realize how utterly de-
pendent we are upon the earth and its fruits. Cana-
dians have a country which by virtue of the gifts of
Providence is one of the largest suppliers of food to the
world market. While many other countries have
skidded far down the road toward national suicide by
destroying the soil which alone makes possible their
survival, we have still time to save our soil and expand
its usefulness.

Only a few inches of topsoil stand between the
human race and oblivion. It is the one natural resource
besides air and water without which human life cannot
exist. The land is not only the source of life-sustaining
food, but the base of our economy. It stores up energy
and releases it when we need it. Knowing its capabili-
ties, treating it according to its needs, using the proper
methods of cultivating it, conserving its goodness:
these form the basis of the farmer’s responsibility to
the land. But the city man is equally concerned, be-
cause no matter what his business may be he depends
absolutely upon the soil for what he eats.

As to co-operation, we need to recognize that loss
of productive land anywhere on the face of the globe
affects the people of every other part of the world. This
is so because, as R. H. Musser pointed out in the Cana-
dian Agriculture Institute Review: ““Every acre which
goes out of production means that the pressure is in-
creased on the remaining good acres.” Unless we
understand this, and do something effective about it,






