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How Much Should You Know?

A MAN NEEDS at least some degree of intelligence to be
able to notice that there are things he does not know.
From there on, he decides what he is going to learn
and how to go about getting the knowledge he needs.

What to know and where to find it are key guides to
living today. Imperative questions are: where are we?
where are we going? what is best to do under these
circumstances? Everyday matters for study at the
same time are: how to earn a living, how to get along
with people, and how to make a contribution to life.

Our environment is very much what we choose to
learn about. We may be high or low on the happiness
scale according to what we put inside our heads that
gives us comprehension of life. It is not easy to say as
yet what will one day be evolved from this chaotic
period in human history, but we are part of the un-
folding picture. We can make new conditions easier to
live with if we detect and follow their development.

Outside one’s chosen field of work, where one must
be up to date in detail every day, there are many
opportunities to broaden oneself. Only by getting to
know more about many things does a person become
aware of the full extent of his abilities and the oppor-
tunities open to him. Only then can he profess to
think, debate and perform with satisfaction to himself.

The feeling of inferiority that occasionally afflicts
all of us is not abnormal and should not perturb us.
It is out of such feelings that there is born all improve-
ment in the lives of individuals and the hopes of man-
kind. It is by detecting a deficiency in knowledge and
looking for enlightenment that the triumphs of science
and of people have been attained.

Professor Edgar Dale wrote in the News Letter of
Ohio State University: “That knowledge is of most
worth which enables a person to do the best that he
can, to be fulfilled, to achieve a sense of his identity.”
If you are short of ideas about what you would like to
know in order to fulfil yourself it may be because you
have allowed circumstances and happenings and other
people to draw your life map. Perhaps the time has
come to take pencil and paper and start a plan of
your own.

What do you know?

An Arabian proverb says: ‘“He that knows not, and
knows not that he knows not — he is a fool, shun
him.” Confucius advised: “Know what you know, and
know that you don’t know what you don’t know —
that is characteristic of one who knows.” As to what
these things are that men do not know, the Voice out
of the Whirlwind in the Book of Job describes a
hundred areas in which we are ignorant and can learn.

Nearly everyone will admit that certain of his views
of the world and its doings have been glimpsed dimly
through lace-curtained windows, resulting in partially-
true appraisal and partially-right action. The outcome
is often a mediocre sort of life, without vitality and
substantiality. As a Greek playwright put it: When you
have a clear view you may rejoice or weep according to
what you see, but before you know for certain what
do you gain by grieving?

Knowledge enlarges life and sets one free from small
thoughts and small spaces. This does not mean that
we need to know all about everything: the geography
of the Orinoco River, the niceties of algebra, the names
of the muscles in your body, the four essential com-
ponents of the space missile or the title of the best-
selling novel.

The amount of knowledge you need about some-
thing depends upon your interests and your point of
view. People associate different ideas with the same
thing, the moon for example. To the ancients the moon
was a goddess; to the nursery rhymist it was green
cheese; to a forlorn lover, it stirs thoughts of lost love;
to a marine scientist it is connected with the ocean
tides; to the astronauts it is a place to go for a walk.
To specialists in these areas one is ignorant if one does
not know what they know, but on the other hand one is
perhaps wiser than they in knowing that all these
points of view exist.

Obtaining knowledge about things does not of
itself produce a well-educated man. It is not whole-
some to become intoxicated by a general desire to
accumulate a mass of information. That is like women
who are passionately fond of clothes without having






