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according to the tools he used, and the ages of

life on earth are sectioned off according to the
kind of creatures living, so man’s scientific develop-
ment might be analyzed according to his progress in
transportation. After the simple “on foot” age, there
came the water, wind and wood era, when sailing
vessels and stage coaches were the highest develop-
ment in transportation. Then followed the coal and
iron period, when the nineteenth century saw origina-
tion of steam railways and steamships. The age we
are now in might be called that of electricity, petro-
leum and alloys, since it has produced the automobile,
the electric railway, and the airplane.

J UST as man’s cultural age is divided into periods

Flying has passed the guessing stage, and is being
appled to transportation in ways that are wonderful,
and sometimes terrible. When anyone thinks of
airplane travel he automatically associates it with
speed. From an average rate of 10 miles an hour on
the best mail coach routes in England in the 1830’s
to the present-day commonplace of nearly 300 miles an
hour and the rocket type ship’s 600 miles an hour, is a
long jump in little more than a century. It is the more
astonishing because for thousands of years before the
nineteenth century there had been little improvement;
Julius Caesar could send a courier about as fast as
Napoleon. Today’s world is so closely knit that busi-
nessmen cannot afford not to travel by air if they are
to retain their competitive advantage and discharge
their affairs in the way demanded by a speed-conscious
society. As a speaker said recently: “Fifty years ago
we were lucky if we made the horse-and-buggy trip
from the suburbs to Montreal’s waterfront in an hour
and a half; today we feel we are losing time if we miss
one section of a revolving door.”

Consider what 300-miles-an-hour schedules -criss-
crossing the globe will mean. Halifax to Montreal in
2 hours; Montreal to Toronto in 1 hour; Toronto to
Winnipeg in 4 hours; Winnipeg to Regina in 1 hour;
Regina to Victoria in 3 hours. %etween lunch one day
and breakfast the next, a traveller could fly from
Montreal’s Dorval airport to any capital in Europe.
And now there are being built in England jet-pro-
pelled airliners designed to cross the Atlantic in five
hours. This will mean, allowing for the difference
between Montreal and Greenwich time, that the
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traveller will arrive in Montreal at the same clock-
time he left England. But laying aside these terrific
speeds for the time being, it is interesting to take ac-
count of the practical benefits given business through
the airplanes at present in commercial use. A good
illustration is at hand in South America. If someone
from the branch of The Royal Bank of Canada at
Lima, capital of Peru, wished to visit a customer 600
miles away at Iquitos, a town and river port on the
Upper Amazon, his only route until a few years ago
was a month’s trip through the Panama Canal,
around the top of South America, and up the Amazon.
A new road across the Andes and through jungle to
the river enabled the trip to be made overland in
a week. By airplane the journey takes three hours.

Before considering Canada’s place in the aviation
picture, and how she can best take advantage of her
position and facilities, it might be well to glance back-
ward at her interest and achievements in flying.
Canada Year Book refers to W. R. Turnbull as the
“father of aeronautical research in Canada.” He set
up the first wind tunnel in Canada at Rothesay, N.B.,
in 1902, discovered the laws of the centre of pressure
movement on aerofoils, and made deductions from
these laws which explained the longitudinal stability
of airplanes. He also propounded the static laws of
air_propellers, and evolved and developed the con-
trollable-pitch propeller. At the same time, Dr.
Alexander Graham Bell was experimenting with kites
and air-screws at his summer home in Baddeck, Cape
Breton Island. The “Aerial Experiment Association,”
formed in 1907, consisted of Dr. Bell, J. A. D. Mc-
Curdy, and F. W. Baldwin, two young Canadian
engineering graduates, Glen Curtiss, a motor-cycle
engine builder from New York State, and Lieut. T. E.
Selfridge, on leave from the United States Army. On
February 23, 1909, McCurdy’s airplane, the Silver
Dart, flew for half a mile at a speed of 40 miles an
hour. The craft was an advance on any aircraft
previously flown, having a three-wheel undercarriage,
tapered wings, and aileron controls. Only 10 years
elapsed until successful flights were made for forest
protection and survey work in Quebec, and in 1924
the first regular freight and passenger air transport
service was inaugurated to meet the needs of mining
developments at Rouyn. A nightly mail service was
started between Winnipeg and Edmonton in 1930,






