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LIFE DEPENDS ON WATER

E can live without house or clothing for
months, we can live without food for days,
but to live without water is figured in terms

of hours and minutes.

It is something we seldom think about. Water is
common, easily accessible, and cheap. It is cheaper
than dirt; you can buy water in our cities, delivered
by tap to your bath and sink, for about a nickel a ton,
while just ordinary dirt fill costs from a dollar up, and
topsoil comes at around $10.

It is only when a crisis occurs that we realize our
dependence upon water. Even then we mostly take
stopgap measures such as prohibiting the watering of
lawns or shutting off the supply for a few hours a day,
or, as in New York recently, going without shaving
on one day a week.

In a paragraph, here are ten of the most important
uses of water, every one of which has been the basis
of hundreds of volumes of technical writing: moisture
in the air makes organic life possible; drinking water
is our greatest physical need; plants, from lowly
lichens in Niagara Gorge to giant Douglas firs of
British Columbia, grow only where there is water;
the sea is the home of fish and of other food used by
men; steam power and electricity depend on water;
mechanical and chemical processes in industry need
water; from earliest times, water has provided men
with a means of transportation; water dictates the
location of cities and farms; in the form of ice, water
is used universally for cooling and preserving; water
is the great determinant of political boundaries.

With so many demands upon it, there naturally is
competition between one use and another. Sometimes
municipal or provincial or federal governments must
step in and establish priorities. They may prohibit
street washing, or reduce withdrawal for electric
power generating, or ration the supply to industries.

Our disregard of the importance of rainfall and
water supply has become a dangerous influence in
our civilization. It leads to faulty economic ideas,
confuses our thinking about colonization and immi-
gration, blinds us to the consequences of building

bigger and bigger cities, and leads us into wrong
judgments about the location and prospects of fac-
tories.

Water is benevolent, when properly managed. It can
be productive and will support prosperous communi-
ties if its flow is wisely used. Our water problems are
the outcome of our effortsto adapt our physical enyiron-
ment to our economic and social needs, without
reckoning sufficiently on nature’s unchanging ways.

By drying up marshes and lakes we have destroyed
the homes and breeding grounds of useful water-fowl
and fur-bearers. By clearing lake and stream banks of
bushes we have exposed the water to sunshine, warm-
ing it so that it is spoiled for the best fish life. By
denuding hillsides of trees we have increased water
wastage and lowered the water level in great areas,
making it impossible for the roots of food plants to
find moisture. By inadequate management, we run
short of water flow for production of electricity, as in
Ontario last year, and of water depth for navigation,
as in the Lachine Canal last year,

There’s Beauty in Water

We should not become so wrapped up in the utili-
tarian use of water that we forget its contribution to
the beauty of our surroundings. Imagine the barren-
ness of a world without water!

Water is the source of all the changefulness we see
in clouds, and the reflector of wonderful shades of
light and shadow. Water modelled our earth’s surface,
chiselled our Canadian mountain crags into grace,
and at the appropriate season throws a mantle of
white around them. Every river that flows has some-
thing worthy to be loved, from the inch-deep streamlet
beside a British Columbia mountain road to the massy
and silent march of the St. Lawrence as it sweeps
around Anticosti Island.

Poets, philosophers and movie makers alike have
chosen the banks of rivers on which to sing of love,
to escape from everyday things into meditation about
their high desires, and to stage drama amid beautiful
settings. Everyone knows how much more pleasant a






