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T
O early settlers the forest was a nuisance to be
got rid of as quickly and completely as possible.
It obstructed travel, hid enemies~ and halted

ploughing.

Today the forests are among the greatest assets of
the people of Canada. So valued are they that de-
partmentsin the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
ments are charged with their conservation, and many
efforts are being directed toward management so as to
ensure a sustained yield over the years.

The figures of Canada’s forest resources stagger the
imagination. Only two other countries, Russia and
Brazil, have greater forested areas. Canada’s total is
about 1~/4 million square miles. The productive area,
770,000 square miles, is about equal to the combined
areas of the British Isles, France, Spain, Portugal, the
Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden. Compared with
the 35 per cent of land area occupied by forest,
Canada has only 16 per cent of present or potential
value for agriculture.

Not all this vast forest is suitable for commercial
operations, either because it is too difficult and expen-
sive to reach, or because the trees are not of suitable
size and quality. The accessible portion of the forest
covers 430,000 square miles, or 275,000,000 acres.
Behind that is a reserve of 340,000 square miles classed
as productive but forced to await improvement in
transportation systems. It is estimated that less than
200,000 square miles of land now under forest would be
suitable for agriculture, but on the other hand some
land presently used in farming would be better under
forest.

Climate, topography and soil determine the location
and nature of the forests. The Maritimes, Quebec and
Ontario have 80 per cent of the total accessible
timber; the Prairie Provinces 11 per cent, and
British Columbia 9 per cent. When only wood suitable
for the manufacture of sawn lumber is considered, 44
per cent. is in British Columbia, 50 per cent in the
Eastern Provinces, and 6 per cent in the Prairies.

The three primary forest industries are: operations
in the woods, the lumber industry, and the manufac-
ture of pulp and paper. Upon these depend many very
important secondary industries which use partially
manufactured wood or paper as their raw materials.
It is virtually impossible, because of the ramifications

of these wood-using industries, to arrive at a figure
which would accurately describe the money value of
the country’s forest resources, but here is one tabula-
tion covering the last pre-war year:

Establish- Capital Number of Value of
Industry ments Invested Employees Products

Wood operations. -- $198 million 98,000* $158 million
Lumber ......... 3,941 86 million 32,399 100 million
Pulp and paper.. 100 598 million 31,016 208 million

* (Man-year basis, distributed over nearly 300,000persons).

Perhaps the most striking evidence of the importance
of forest industries is seen in the part they play in
external trade. In 1942 "Wood, Wood Products, and
Paper" provided a larger favourable balance in our
commodity trade account than any other group of
products. Of Canada’s total favourable balance of
trade in that year, the wood group of products
accounted for $352 million.

Canada manufactures about 35 per cent of the
world’s supply of newsprint, and exports

Pulp and more than all other countries combined.Paper The pulp and paper industry has headed
the lists in net value of production since 1920, and in
wage and salary distribution since 1922, replacing the
sawmills in both cases. It was first in gross value of
production from 1925 until 1935. In 1939 the industry
occupied first place among all manufacturing indus-
tries in Canada in amount of capital employed and
amount of salaries and wages paid. In numbers of
employees and gross value of products it stood second
to the sawmilling industry and the base metal smelting
and refining industry. Final comparisons for 1941 are
not yet ava-ilable, but it is known that in that year the
industry exceeded all previous levels in both volume
and value of production, responding to war demands,
and in 1941 the exports were twice as much as in 1939,
while employment reached a new peak at 160,000.
Preliminary reports for 1942 told of still higher records
in gross value of products, amount spent on materials
and supplies, persons employed, wages, paid, and fuel
consumed. In 1942 Canada’s newsprint production
was more than three times that of the United States,
which was a few years ago the world’s chief producer.

Through the processes of foreign trade many
thousands of tons of pulp and paper shipped across
the southern border reappeared in Canada in the form




