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A Canadian Renaissance

BORN: JULY 18T, 1867, CANADA: daughter of Great
Britain and France.

In Ottawa, the announcement was greeted by the
firing of a 101-gun salute while all the church bells
pealed; High Mass was sung in the cathedral at Trois-
Riviéres; in Saint John, 21 guns were fired as a salute
in honour of the event. Most Canadians walked that
day under banners inscribed: “Success to the Con-
federacy™ or ‘‘Bienvenue a la nouvelle puissance”.

There is something delectable about feeling grown-
up, and at 107 years of age that is the spirit in which
Canada celebrates her birthday as a nation.

The pendulum has swung from the isolation and
privation of pioneer days through revolutionary
changes in our environment until today our level of
living is among the highest in the world. In fact, there
is worry expressed about our over-nourishment and
our physical inactivity. Seldom before, if ever, have
young people been so well fed, so well-read, and so
bright-minded when starting to live their own lives.

Canada’s experience up to now has not been drab.
[t was exciting in its happening and diversified enough
to suit the most exacting story-teller. All her history is
woven into the fabric of the dress she wears today.

Many nations were represented among the pioneers
from European countries who intruded upon the
virgin geography of this continent, and today Canada
speaks in many tongues, goes to many churches, and
opens her doors to people of many lands.

The swaddling clothes period of Canada’s growth
was not an easy one. Besides the hardships of climate
and loneliness and making a living there were hostile
clans, belligerent neighbours, and the uncertainty of
life under rulers who were three thousand miles away
across an ocean traversed slowly by sailing vessels:
rulers who knew little about conditions in their
colonies.

By 1867 it had become evident to the people who
made up the family that something had to be done,
and they turned toward union. Chief among their
political purposes was to establish a new nation to
meet the changed conditions of British policy and to
unite the scattered provinces and colonies against

possible aggression from the south. Economically, the
purpose was to spread dependence over many in-
dustries instead of only a few, and thus lessen exposure
to the effects of the economic policies then being pur-
sued by both Great Britain and the United States.
Through mutual concession it was hoped to preserve
cultural and local loyalties and reconcile them with
political strength and solidarity.

Making one political body out of two is among the
most difficult of human tasks. It took centuries to
unite England and Scotland; more centuries to form
Italy or Germany. On this North American continent
two political miracles have occurred: thirteen States
peacefully united to form the United States of America,
and three provinces with people of two cultures
equally peacefully formed the Dominion of Canada.

The people of Canada are not a faceless legion.
Aristotle defined man as a rational animal; on another
occasion he described man as a political animal. Thus
the philosopher pointed up two important aspects of
human nature: the individuality and the sociality
of man.

Canada has succeeded well in keeping in balance
the claims that derive from these two aspects. It has
developed co-operation for the public good while
retaining the principle of personhood. It seeks to give
every person the chance to sense his relevance in the
nation, and the opportunity to live significantly.

Freedom and equality

Freedom is a widely-held desire of humanity. We see
evidence of this expressed everywhere through bills of
rights and acts of parliament laying down basic rights
in freedom of expression, religion, thought, the press,
and assembly. People are really free when the con-
ditions that surround them permit them to make use of
their capabilities as individuals — materially, intel-
lectually and spiritually.

It is necessary for governments and people to keep
the balance between order and liberty.

Personal freedom needs to be limited by the well-
established principle of democracy: the greatest good






