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Pioneers are Still Needed

THE FIRST EUROPEAN PIONEERS staked out their home-
steads in Canada 374 years ago. On July first this year
we celebrate the 105th anniversary of the day when
their successors brought together their scattered
hamlets and settlements into a confederated nation.

All history is the story of continuous exploration
and discovery and colonization. If we are not to suffer
national stagnation we need to bring to life again the
pioneer spirit, encourage freedom to change and
grow; be willing to entertain suggestions, and provide
growing space so that every person may develop
skills to the fullest extent of his ability.

Every man and woman in Canada can invent
something, do something new, or do something old in
a better way. There are opportunities for pioneers in
industry, agriculture, education, finance, literature,
music, art, technology and home making.

Everyone is to some extent a pioneer. He notices a
situation wherein improvement can be made, foresees
the course of events a little, pictures in his mind’s eye
a desirable outcome, and devises means by which he
will bring about the betterment. Every generation
produces people who seek after new lamps, and some
are as fortunate as Aladdin.

The men and women who came into Canada in the
1500’s were starting life, as it were, once more at the
beginning, subsisting roughly in a land where there
were none of the comforts of Europe. They fell back
upon long-inactive instincts and they relearned for-
gotten crafts. Civilized people of anciently cultured
lands, they did the labour of primitive races so that
they might survive and forge ahead.

Here were pioneers from two great nations, forced
by their environment and isolation to modify what
they had learnt so as to fit the ruggedness of the land
in which they had chosen to build their homes.

To their credit, they coped with the austere existence
of the frontier, modified their thoughts and habits, and
made experiment and adjustment amid the novel life
of forest and prairie. They were sustained by ex-
pectation, enterprise, energy and courage, and they
created a nation.

Some people think that because there is so great

evidence of progress since those days the picture is
complete, but there are many unfinished jobs, in-
complete inventions, unborn ideas and new problems.
We need the pioneering spirit as urgently as ever.

Think of what might be
Everyone knows the saying "Necessity is the mother

of invention", but in today’s Canada fullness of life
and not grievous necessity is the spark plug behind
the production of new things and new discoveries.
As H. Stafford Hatfield wrote in The Inventor and
His Worm (Pelican 1948): "Fish colonised the land,
bats and birds conquered the air, not because they
were pushed out of the sea or off the land, but by a
kind of klan akin to our own inventive drive."

No outside pressure or government decree will
compel a person to become an explorer or an
inventor or a pioneer. The desire must be within him;
it is one that he can stir up. Discontent is not always
a bad state of mind. It is constructive when restlessness
of mind prompts a person to search for better ways of
doing things.

Pioneering requires awareness of what is going on
instead of the heedless inattentiveness of a rut-bound
life. We are in danger of getting so set upon following
a formula, upon conforming to habit, that we miss
the side views.

Charles F. Kettering, Vice President of General
Motors, said in a commencement address: "It is like
driving through the country at night, when you don’t
see any of the scenery at all. There is a lot more
country on the side of the road than there is on the
road."

The process of inventing or pioneering starts in this
way: you expand your mind so as to think of things as
they might be improved by changing them, adding
some good qualities to them or taking away some
inferior or unnecessary parts.

Some people say that their everyday routine work
limits their horizons. Technical and professional
people say that their intense specialization prevents
them from venturing over the parapet of their unique
groove. These are not valid reasons. Anyone, whatever




