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Canada’s Cultural Riches

CANADA AS A NATION is 104 years old in July 1971, but
Canada as a place for European settlement dates back
to 1534 when Jacques Cartier came to our coast seek-
ing a seaway to the Orient: he found instead a country
vast and beautiful beyond his dreams.

When the first settlers came to this land the French
and the English were already cultured peoples, with
ancient roots in literature, fine art, music, science and
government. They had social structures of a high
quality.

The increasing mobility of mankind has brought to
our shores millions of men and women of many other
cultures. Today’s Canadians come from more than
sixty national families. They have not congealed into
a uniform mass. As John Murray Gibbon said in the
introduction to his book Canadian Mosaic: "The
Canadian people have not lived long enough together
to be set in their ways . . . they have not yet been
blended into one type."

When he was speaking to Ukrainian-Canadians
on one occasion, the Governor General, Baron
Tweedsmuir, said: "I want you to remember your old
Ukrainian traditions--your beautiful handicrafts, your
folksongs and dances and your folk legends. Your
traditions are all valuable contributions toward our
Canadian culture which must be a new thing created
by the contributions of all the elements that make up
the nation."

We are all kinds of people. The French-speaking
Canadians have more American generations behind
them than any other white stock north of the Rio
Grande, save only the Spanish. Other nationalities
have added their quota year after year. The vital ques-
tion to be answered today is: "Can we get along
together?" If we do not reply in the affirmative there
is no further question to be asked, because we shall not
survive.

Canadian culture

So we are a mixed aggregation of people in a land of
challenge and opportunity, facing together problems of
wide diversity. Just as in the domain of economics every

province and district must seek to ensure that its
electorate enjoys a standard of living approaching the
Canadian pattern, so it must bring its culture into line
with that attained in other parts of the country.

A country that has geographic, racial, political and
economic differences may draw itself together and
bridge its divisions through blending its many cultures.
Instead of existing as isolated clusters of people in
detached provinces and communities we become a
group of men and women with common interests, and
culture is the tie that binds.

All the traditions and wisdom of more than three-
score ethnic groups are becoming common property.
We put out our hands and help ourselves to what is
best, and give in return what we have found to be best,
and make the resulting combination available to
everyone.

The Japanese Gardens at Lethbridge were built by
the city as a tribute to the Japanese people of Southern
Alberta. At the same time, the style and design of the
gardens themselves represent a contribution to Canada
from the ancient cultural heritage of Japan.

Canada has been engaged in one of the world’s
most successful experiments in cultural blending. Our
purpose is to provide a society in which the people, by
free consent, dwell together in unity. This means, as
Arnold J. Toynbee wrote in A Study of History:
"the far-reaching adjustments and concessions with-
out which this ideal cannot be realized in practice."

Canada does not aspire to be a Utopia of the story-
book sort. A perusal of most books about Utopias
shows life there to be intolerably dull. The kind of
country we desire is one sparkling with the different
precious stones contributed by all kinds of people and
lively with the colour of many national customs.

Just as a deck of cards, made up of different symbols
and colours, provides the framework of a meaningful
game, so the sixty ethnic cultures spread across the
continent go together to give Canadians a game of
life that is significant and pleasurable.

Through the bond of a common culture Canada can
become a fraternity co-operating in the interests of the




