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Living by the Same Code

CANADA 15 103 years older than when she drew her
provinces together into one national family. She has
learned many things of which she knew nothing then,
and thinks differently on many points. But one purpose
stands: to further the welfare of her people under a
code of decency, freedom, equality and fraternity.

There were obvious reasons for the drawing together
of Canadians in confederation: it made possible co-
operation designed to protect them and to enable
them to obtain the material things necessary to their
survival. The undertaking appeared at first to be be-
yond their powers, but intelligence, patience, a firm
resolution, and goodwill overcame the obstacles.

The most important question a nation can ask itself
at any time is whether it has developed a permanent
standard in keeping with its early purposes.

Our code suggests that we have a certain ideal for
our society and for individuals. If we have not yet
brought it to perfect realization, we have at least
progressed some way toward confirming its virtues.
These are: ethical standards, a humanistic spirit
emphasizing the dignity of man, belief in testing ideas
as the safest path to truth, the rule of law, and the
democratic faith in liberty, equality and fraternity.

Canada is not a utopian society. The ideal states
invented by philosophers and the utopias dreamed up
by many writers remained unrealized because they
failed to provide practical ways for making effective
the good society they described.

The Canadian ideal is to build a democratic society
in which men govern themselves and are free to pro-
gress as far as their ability and energy carry them.

Resources and diversity

Canada has two vital assets: natural resources and
the diversity of its people.

Sometimes when Canadians look at their vast
country with its multitude of opportunities for de-
velopment they feel like dwarfs playing on a stage
designed for Titans. They have all that is needed to
build a great nation: now they must decide upon a

plan, design the structure, and establish standards of
quality.

This is not hindered, but helped, by the diversity of
the Canadian people. Diversity makes the difference
between men and robots. It is the essential nature of
democracy to bring together men and women of
various opinions and skills in a community of interest
so that they can do great and new things.

Civilized people allow their neighbours to have
opinions that differ from their own. They are free from
the mental ailment whose symptom is holding a
furious intolerance of other people’s beliefs. They value
rightly the benefits of variety, and thus avoid the
opening of crevasses of misunderstanding between
groups and individuals. If rifts do occur, they build
bridges. When the Romans and the Sabines each
wished to furnish the king a compromise was reached
by which it was agreed that the king should be a Sabine
but that the Romans should choose him.

Sharp lines are hard to draw in judging between two
opinions. When two persons look at a rainbow one
may see a series of distinct colours side by side, while
the other sees a shading of one colour into another,
with no boundaries to indicate precisely where one
colour ends and another begins.

So in building a nation. Different people construe
their welfare in different ways and there is no single
recipe which all feel compelled to follow.

Professor Archie John Bahm of the University of
New Mexico puts it in this homely way: Western
culture is like a huge pot of stew. Into it have gone vege-
tables, meats, grains and oils of various kinds. It has
been cooking for a long time. Some bones refuse to
dissolve. Vinegar, pepper and salt, in various quan-
tities, have been added from time to time. Every
cook has tried a new recipe. Every revolt has provided
a new kind of spice. If one ladles from only one part
of the pot, he may come up with only carrots, But if
he samples bits from various places, he can find enor-
mously rich varieties of flavours. Nevertheless, it is,
as a whole, rich, sustaining, and satisfying.

A nation survives according to the ability of its






