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Let Us Enjoy Our Freedoms

WHY IS 1T SO much more satisfying to fight for freedom
than to enjoy it? Why is it so exciting to battle for
emancipation, so tedious to have it? Why does a man
possess dignity in his efforts to win a freedom and feel
slightly ridiculous when he talks about that freedom
afferward ?

The gaining of freedom should hOt be like that. To
establish freedom is only the beginning, like the opening
of a door. The effort is hOt worth while unless we find
something that deserves treasuring, using and enjoying.

Our civilization is the first one in history that has
not been based on slave labour. This is unquestionably
a great advance, not only morally but in its contribu-
tion to our self-respect and welfare. Dr. Albert
Schweitzer told the story in African Notebook about
a well-to-do woman who visited his hospital accom-
panied by four slaves. The next day Dr. Schweitzer
met her while she was gathering wood, and asked her
why she had to carry her own firewood, since she had
four slaves. She replied : "Having slaves does not mean
that one is well served." So hot only are the slaves
free, but we are free of having slaves : to depend upon
out own efforts is to develop ourselves and to be free.

At this stage in the twenty-first great civilization the
earth has known, the list of our freedoms would run
to many pages. Every rime we say out loud what we
like or dislike, every time we choose a book to read,
every time we change jobs, every time we go to a
religious service, every time we turn out radio or
television to a station of out choice, every time we go
to a meeting of a political party, every rime we rise in
a Home and School Association meeting to contribute
our thoughts about education, we are doing something
that can be done only in a free country.

We take all this for granted without realizing how
greatly we should miss any part of it if it were taken
from us. We are hOt really experiencing full enjoyment
of the benefits we have: benefits which are the out-
come of a struggle as long as human history.

To make the best of out freedoms we must become
an intelligent, educated, informed citizenry, acquainted
with the values, privileges and responsibilities of out
Canadian way of lire.

The word "freedom" has many shades of meaning.
Depending upon its context it stands for political
liberty, personal liberty, non-slavery, independence, or
the power of self-determination. It implies more than
mere liberty, for it demands insurance and protection
by provident institutions such as governments which
secure us from arbitrary subjection. Thomas Hobbes
said in his great treatise The Leviathan: "A freeman
is he that, in those things which by his strength and
wit he is able to do, is hot hindered to do what he has
a will to do."

Some people go too far. They do not discriminate
between freedom and license. Freedom requires a
certain self-mastery, in which reason restrains im-
pulses and passions, and subordinates to a larger
freedom the liberty to do just what one pleases.

The Rule of Law

What are the established aires of Canadian society ?
They had their birth thousands of years ago in the
yearning of men and women for something better
than the perilous gratifications of animal existence;
they were nurtured on the teaching of great spiritual
leaders; they were modified by the practical experience
of co-existence, and they represent today the permanent
advantages of human fellowship under an accepted
code of behaviour.

The Rule of Law is a great ideal, with the will of
the people as the source of its authority. Freedom is
not liberty for everyone to do what he pleases without
being subject to any law. It is freedom of man to have
a standing rule to live by, common to everyone in his
society. It is freedom within bounds rather than
wholly anarchic freedom. It consents to curtailment
of some natural or savage liberties so that the human
spirit may rejoice in greater, wider freedom.

The Rule of I_aw means that there is one law for all
men, that all men are equal belote it, and that no man
can be punished except for the breach of it. It rec-
onciles social order with individual freedom and
initiative. It means that the government itself is hot
above law, and that it respects the independence of the




