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In Search of a Canadian Utopia

A MAP OF THE WORLD must include Utopia, because

that is the one country at which humanity is always
landing. No sooner does it land than it looks out and
sees a better country, and sets sail again.

Every enlightened and active-minded person is to
some degree a Utopian. He pictures to himself the
political, social and industrial conditions under which
he should like to live, and, at least in some small
degree, he tries to realize those conditions.

Few persons in the Western World give in to the
thought that things have been ah-eady settled for them.
We know that things accepted today as part of our
way of life were once merely dreams, and we look
forward to having our own dreams come true.

The word "Utopia" was first used by Sir Thomas
More in 1516 as the name of a far distant island on
which, according to his story, there existed an ideal
commonwealth. It has made its way into the dictionary
as meaning "a place, state or condition ideally perfect
in respect of politics, customs and conditions."

Some people may think it more or less childish to
read utopian literature, but one of the great benefits
is this: it helps us to break through the barriers of
conventional thinking and see things fresh, from new
points of view. There is, in the more serious utopian
literature, a great treasury of creative ideas and useful
practical devices.

"What is Utopia?" is a legitimate and perhaps a
useful question to raise. Some of the writers portray
its citizens as living leisurely lives, with an abundance
of the necessities of life, and enjoying the advantages
furnished by gadgets. That thought was in keeping
with the physically hard times in which the books
were written. But the utopian idea has something for
the mind and spirit, too.

The essence of any civilization is found in its sense
of values, demonstrated in its preferences, its moral
commitments, its aesthetic judgments, its loyalties, its
conception of the good life, its standards of excellence,
its measures of success, and what it teaches its young
people about the things for which men shall live.

The Golden Age

Where do we get the idea of a Golden Age? Writing
in the eighth century B.C., a Greek shepherd-poet
described the five ages of the world. First was the
golden race of mortal men, then silver, then bronze,
then a race of heroes, and finally our own, the race of
iron. We have picked up the phrase to designate a
period of stability and harmony.

King Alfred pictured the Golden Age of England
as a far-off time in which "no one had yet heard of
Viking ships of war". A Chinese philosopher saw in
it a time when "one village might look at the smoke
rising from the chimneys of another nearby without
envy or rivalry".

It is evident that many of the ancient fables of the
Golden Age had foundations in fact. We find vestiges
of them preserved in the present time, and echoes of
their idealism in our minds. The utopian brings
together the best ideas of the Golden Age and modifies
them to fit the new environment.

We have, in fact, enough ideas lying around us and
proffered to us to build a dozen utopias, but they are
a hodgepodge of undigested thoughts. They have one
thing in common, despite their diversity of form: the
desire for a fuller, more interesting, more satisfying
life. In seeking this, they range from Aladdin’s magic
lamp, which gives us everything we want at once and
free of cost and work, to the prophet’s cry for
reformation of life and character.

The first utopian we know of who was in a position
to put his ideas into practice was the Pharaoh
Akhenaten. Within a crescent of hills, remote from
the everyday life of Egypt, he built a new city devoted
to emancipating the human spirit in religion, art and
ethics. It was the most striking change in any ancient
state.

Several centuries later a king of India, Asoka,
introduced idealism which ranged all the way from
planting shade trees to founding hospitals, from
sending missionaries to the aborigines to appointing
officers to administer charities at home; from provid-




