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CANADA’S NATURAL RESOURCES

C ANADA’S great store of natural resources is
not something locked away in a vault for misers
to gloat about. It is a treasury of material things

to be turned into useful commodities by our skill and
energy.

He is, however, a wise man who takes stock every
once in a while to see how his inventory stands, and
to learn whether he is making the best use of what
he has.

Every civilization rests on a different basis of re-
sources. Adam, when forced to till the ground, was
using the resource of agricultural soil; we, when we
produce atomic energy from uranium, are tapping not
only a deeper layer of the earth, but of intellect. Given
our vast basic resources and the natural energy and
skill of enterprising people to develop them, it is not
surprising to find material well-being flourishing as it
does in Canada.

We had, for generations, the reputation of being
a supplier of raw materials: but the space of only one
generation has witnessed a great change. Today
Canada is not only a rich storehouse of materials but
an industrial nation fabricating natural resources into
usable goods.

Exchange o] Resources

The fact that countries have different natural re-
sources poses important problems for solution by
members of the human family. While no nation boasts
of a supply so complete that it can cut itself off wholly
from the rest of the world, some are much closer to
that self-sufficient state than others. One of the per-
plexing questions for a country wealthy in natural
resources is: h~v¢ far should I forego a nationalistic
economy in the interest of international good?

Never in our history has the world been so impor-
tant to Canada, and at the same time never has Canada
had so great opportunity to be of service to the world.

In 1945 our net value of primary production was
$2,566 million. After processing these commodities
in our factories, we exported goods to the amount of

$ 3,218 million. This represents the extent to which we
were able to exchange goods of Canadian production
for goods made elsewhere.

A Well-balanced Economy

It is not any one resource, however big it may be,
that gives Canada importance and makes her what she
is today, but the complementary nature of her re-
sources and the "wholeness" they give her economy.

Canada has, per head of population, more coal and
lignite reserves, more potential water power, and
more arable and other cultivated land than any other
country. She is second in her reserves of iron ore, and
fourth in pasture land. A few representative figures
may be interesting. The potential water power per
head in the leading 32 countries is 0.16 horsepower;
in Canada it is 2.27 horse-power. The iron ore per
head in all countries is 24.6 tons; in Canada it is 217
tons. The arable and other cultivated land per head is
1.30 acres in all countries; in Canada it is 5.04 acres.

It has been estimated that about one-quarter of
Canada is covered by forest growth, and that about
one-quarter of this bears saw-timber of merchantable
size, of which two-thirds is in British Columbia. We
have a quarter million square miles of fresh water,
more than any other country. We are rich in the im-
portant minerals.

Production of resources is conditioned by climate,
and Canada is singularly fortunate in this regard, so
that our climate might be reckoned as another natural
resource.

High Living Standard

There emerges from this survey cause for general
satisfaction. Based upon the wealth of their natural
resources, Canadians enjoy a command of goods and
services, of horse-power per person, of food, housing,
comforts, leisure and entertainment which cannot be
beaten anywhere in the world. This has been achieved
without surrender of independent personality, without
regimentation, dictatorship or government bossism.




