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CANADA’S NATURAL RESOURCES

ANADA’S great store of natural resources is

not something locked away in a vault for misers

to gloat about. It is a treasury of material things
to be turned into useful commodities by our skill and
energy.

He is, however, a wise man who takes stock every
once in a while to see how his inventory stands, and
to learn whether he is making the best use of what
he has.

Every civilization rests on a different basis of re-
sources. Adam, when forced to till the ground, was
using the resource of agricultural soil; we, when we
produce atomic energy from uranium, are tapping not
only a deeper layer of the earth, but of intellect. Given
our vast basic resources and the natural energy and
skill of enterprising people to develop them, it is not
surprising to find material well-being flourishing as it
does in Canada.

We had, for generations, the reputation of being
a supplier of raw materials: but the space of only one
generation has witnessed a great change. Today
Canada is not only a rich storehouse of materials but
an industrial nation fabricating natural resources into
usable goods. '

Exchange of Resources

The fact that countries have different natural re-
sources poses important problems for solution by
members of the human family. While no nation boasts
of a supply so complete that it can cut itself off wholly
from the rest of the world, some are much closer to
that self-sufficient state than others. One of the per-
plexing questions for a country wealthy in natural
resources is: how far should I forego a nationalistic
economy in the interest of international good? °

Never in our history has the world been so impor-
tant to Canada, and at the same time never has Canada
had so great opportunity to be of service to the world.

In 1945 our net value of primary production was
$2,566 million. After processing these commodities
in our factories, we exported goods to the amount of

$3,218 million. This represents the extent to which we
were able to exchange goods of Canadian production
for goods made elsewhere.

A Well-balanced Economy

It is not any one resource, however big it may be,
that gives Canada importance and makes her what she
is today, but the complementary nature of her re-
sources and the “wholeness” they give her economy.

Canada has, per head of population, more coal and
lignite reserves, more potential water power, and
more arable and other cultivated land than any other
country. She is second in her reserves of iron ore, and
fourth in pasture land. A few representative figures
may be interesting. The potential water power per
head in the leading 32 countries is 0.16 horsepower;
in Canada it is 2.27 horse-power. The iron ore per
head in all countries is 24.6 tons; in Canada it is 217
tons. The arable and other cultivated land per head is
1.30 acres in all countries; in Canada it is 5.04 acres.

It has been estimated that about ome-quarter of
Canada is covered by forest growth, and that about
one-quarter of this bears saw-timber of merchantable
size, of which two-thirds is in British Columbia. We
have a quarter million square miles of fresh water,
more than any other country. We are rich in the im-
portant minerals.

Production of resources is conditioned by climate,
and Canada is singularly fortunate in this regard, so
that our climate might be reckoned as another natural
resource.

High Living Standard

There emerges from this survey cause for general
satisfaction. Based upon the wealth of their natural
resources, Canadians enjoy a command of goods and
services, of horse-power per person, of food, housing,
comforts, leisure and entertainment which cannot be
beaten anywhere in the world. This has been achieved
without surrender of independent personality, without
regimentation, dictatorship or government bossism.



Canada is a free country, in the old sense of “free”
which means that its people are at liberty to worship
according to their consciences, choose their own
work, speak according to their urges, think and dis-
cuss all manner of things, and read a free press. Canada
has a democratic government, in the old sense of
“democratic” which means elected by free vote of the
people and responsible to the people.

As to the level of material living, it would be easy to
record the number of motor vehicles, baths, radios and
telephones, but far better is a story related of the late
President Roosevelt in Geoffrey Gorer’s new book
The American People. He and his advisers were dis-
cussing how to get literature into the hands of the
Russian people in order to convert them from a tota-
litarian to a democratic way of life. After talking about
some of the classical texts of democracy, President
Roosevelt said: “If 1 wanted to point out to the
Russians the superiority of our way of life, I should try
to get just one book into their hands — the Sears-
Roebuck catalogue.” Any Canadian department store
catalogue, laid alongside a list of the average weekly
earnings of the people of Canada, would give a better
idea than many pages of statistics of the high standard
of living in this country.

Luxuriant Forests

Canada has a fair share of the world’s 5,000 million
acres of forests. Our forests cover a vast belt from 600
to 1,300 miles wide right across the continent from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. This forest land constitutes
38 per cent of our land area. It bears 130 species of
trees, of which 33 are conifers.

According to a statistical record published last year
by the Department of Mines and Resources, the lumber
industry had 5,300 establishments in 1945, employed
44,000 persons, and its gross production was valued
at $231 million; the pulp and paper industry had 109
establishments, employed 40,000 workers, and turned
out $400 million worth of goods. The Department of
Trade and Commerce estimate for 1945 reports a
total of 200,000 employees in the wood and paper

roup of industries, with a gross production of
51,185 million.

As to industries developing out of forest products,
the Minister of Finance told the Lumbermen’s Asso-
ciation in February that exports of wood, wood
products and paper “represent the largest single
category in the published statistics and amounted to
$886 million during the year 1947, or 32 per cent of
our total exports of Canadian produce.” The pulp
and paper industry leads all other manufactures in
net value of production, and is one of the world’s
great industrial enterprises.

Abundant Minerals

Having reached her western limits in wheat and
having embarked on fullest use of her timber, Canada
is now rolling back her northern frontier in search of
minerals. Increased knowledge of the geology of the
northwest, and changes in transportation and com-
munication, have brought under scrutiny vast areas

which were hitherto looked upon as waste rock. One
company is spending $50,000 a year for three years
on exploration, and another expedition will go to a
remote and unexplored part of the Arctic at a cost of
$30,000.

The leading five metallic minerals produced in
Canada last year were gold, copper, nickel, zinc and
lead, valued at $360 million; the leading four non-
metallics were coal, asbestos, petroleum and natural
gas, valued at $137 million; and in addition there
were clay products and other structural material valued
at $73 million. The total mineral production was
valued at $619 million.

Canada’s streets are not paved with gold, as some
immigrants of the last century were led to think, but
at least one footpath had its gold cobblestones. A
well-used trail in the Yellowknife district crossed a
vein that remained unnoticed by the men passing back
and forth every day. When discovered, small pieces of
quartz that had been scuffed loose by passing feet
were found to assay about $700 in gold to the ton.

Nickel, which comes mainly from the nickel-copper
deposits of Sudbury, Ontario, increased in output four
times between 1914 and 1939, while copper output
increased seven times, lead eleven times and zinc
17 times.

Iron provides the foundation of modern industry.
Canada’s resources in iron ore are largely unknown.
Discoveries in the Lake Superior region a few years
ago were developed from 1945 onward. Partial ex-
ploration of deposits astride the Quebec-Labrador
border reveal iron ore of high grade. It seems likely,
says Canada Year Book, that Canada’s production of
iron ore will long continue to show a general upward
trend.

Canada has tapped important deposits of uranium
ore, major source of atomic energy, and still another
deposit was found in March. The Eldorado mine is
well known as the world’s second-largest source of an
ore from which radium and uranium are extracted;
the latest discovery is near Flin Flon, Manitoba.

Canada has been the world’s leading producer of
platinum since 1934, when it displaced Russia. In-
dustrial uses have expanded greatly in recent years,
calling for all the platinum yielded by the nickel-
copper ores mined in the Sudbury district.

Although the material which is its principal com-
ponent is not a natural resource of Canada, but is im-
ported from other countries, aluminum must be
mentioned in this list. Its manufacture in Canada is
due to our great wealth of another natural resource,
water pOwer.

Aluminum Company of Canada employs 15,000
persons, with an annual payroll of $35 million. In
addition, there are 1,500 companies fabricating
aluminum, with an estimated employment of 50,000
persons.
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