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(This is Part2 oJ a discussion of the British Empire.
Last month’s Letter dealt with the Dominions, the
position of the Crown, and the general philosophy of
the Empire.)

T
HE British Crown encircles not only the aucient
glories of a particular people, but the hope and
promise of a broadening life for hundreds of

millions of others.

An American, Henry J. Taylor, has just published
a book, "Man in Motion", in which he refers to the
British Empire in this way: "Considering its scope,
the British Commonwealth of Nations is the most
remarkable political achievement in history. It has
overcome more tyranny, supplied more safety,
removed more fear, taught more justice, and given
more freedom to more people than any other institu-
tion on earth. It is not only worth preserving, in the
interests of free men, but unless Britain preserves
her so-called Empire there will be no freedom for
millions upon millions who are now as free as they
can safely be . . . Talking about colonial freedom is
one thing. Supplying it is quite another. Furthermore,
80 per cent of the colonials of the world could not, or
would not, use their freedom to maintain freedom.
Eighty per cent of the world’s people simply are not
ready for what we are talking about."

Colonial administration is a tremendous task.

The Colonies Ignoring the Japanese occupation of
many of them, there are 40 units in the

British colonies, averaging 47,000 square miles. To
govern them has required the setting up of a Colonial
Office, with the Secretary of State for the Colonies a
member of the Cabinet. In each colony and pro-
tectorate there is a governor who is the direct repre-
sentative of the King. On the civil service staff of the
Colonial Office are men with special knowledge of each
colony.

Most British colonies were established by private
enterprise, and not by government action. They were
all equipped with representative bodies having control
over legislation and taxation, though the executive
power was held in most cases by nominees of the
Crown. Virginia, the earliest English colony on this
continent, was only 14 years old before it established
a representative assembly, the first representative

body which ever existed outside Europe. This
precedent was followed in every subsequent colony
with encouragement of the home authorities.

The liberality ol~ the British system is best under-
stood in contrast with, say, the French, who employ
direct rule, insist on French as the sole language of
education, and try to assimilate the native population
to the French way of life. The British, on the other
hand, encourage indirect rule, use vernacular lang-
uages in the early stages of education, and encourage
continuance of the native arts, culture and special
qualities. The colonies of Britain are all travelling at
different speeds, according to their capabilities, along
the road toward complete and final self-government.
Britain mainly derives benefit from her colonies
through the provision of opportunities for young men
in the colonial administrative service, and through the
opportunities offered to traders and developers, such
as engineers. Taxes raised in a colony are spent in that
territory, and the United Kingdom supplements
local revenue with contributions from its own ex-
chequer, raised by taxes on the people of Britain.
The complete fallacy of the loosely-made charges
that Britain owns and exploits the colonies is de-
monstrated by the answer that Britain draws no
tribute whatever from them; she enjoys no trading
monopoly in them: she enlists from them no fighting
forces, beyond what are necessary for defence and
police purposes.

Two questions are asked as a part of British develop-
ment of a territory: (1) how call this area be developed
so as to make its resources available to the rest of the
world ? (2) how can we raise the standard of living
of the local people, and so enable them to play their
part as markets for the produce of other areas ? It is
true that Great Britain gives preferences to, and
receives preferences from, her colonies, but the
absurdity of a theory that there should be any mono-
poly of colonial products is easily demonstrated.
People in the colonies are principally engaged in the
production of primary commodities, partly agricul-
tural and partly mineral. Productive capacity of
these raw materials is growing throughout the world,
with a tendency for the supply to exceed the demand.
It is essential, therefore, for countries with colonial
raw materials to widen their markets, selling to all-
comers, and not to conserve them jealously for their
own use. Consequently, countries in the Empire are
encouraged to seek markets.




