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N O one knows for sure where the Indians came
from, but if you ask an Indian he will instinct-
ively turn to the north.

Experts say that long before there was any civiliza-
tion in Greece or Egypt, small bands of hunters moved
out of Asia into Alaska and through there to Canada.
Every party that drifted across the Bering Strait
brought its own customs, and many had different
languages. That is why the white men found no fewer
than fifty distinct tribes in North America, speaking
eleven languages.

The Indians attained a closely knit community life
in this new continent because of their loyalty to the
tribe and tribal customs, and obedience to their chiefs.
This way of living suited a country that was thin!y
populated, with little personal and no economxc
connection between groups.

Political structure varied from tribe to tribe. Usually
it involved only recognition of a chief or headman, but
in some tribes the clan and totem organization formed
a fairly elaborate social system. T. R. L. MacInnes,
Secretary of the Indian Affairs Branch, said in a paper
at the annual meeting of the Canadian Political
Science Association last year: "The nearest approach
to established government was among the Iroquois,
whose League of the Six Nations constituted an
effective mutual aid pact with quite modern con-
notations. None of the aboriginal Indian tribal
organizations are really adaptable to the economic
and social life of the present era. Therefore an attempt
has been made to introduce democratic, local self-
government on Indian reserves . . . At the present
time practically all the bands in Ontario, Quebec and
the Maritime Provinces are under the elective system.
In the West, with a few exceptions, mostly in British
Columbia, the Indians continue to follow their tribal
methods."

Originally the Indians were hunters. A little corn
was grown in New Brunswick and in Ontario, but main-
ly the Algonkians depended for food and clothing
upon deer, rabbits, small game and fish. The Hurons
and Iroquois of the St. Lawrence Valley and southern
Ontario lived in relatively permanent villages and
cultivated extensive fields of corn, but their hunting
was important. Wood was used for houses, canoes,

containers and the handles of tools. Working in stone
was not very good, but use of bone was highly devel-
oped, particularly .for awls, bodkins, and punches.
Pottery was poor m quality but useful. The prairie
Indians depended upon the bison, or buffalo. Its flesh
was the most important source of food, its skin served
for blankets and as covering for tents, and its bones
for scrapers and other implements. The Pacific coast
Indians were fishermen, users of wood, and artists.
Other characteristics marked tribes of the North-
West and the interior Of British Columbia, where life
was lived according to a pattern set by natural
surroundings.

It will be noted that nowhere in this picture of
Indian life is mention made of industries, wholesalers,
retailers, banks, or the other professions and businesses
so necessary to mid-twentieth-century society. The
problem of Indian adjustment has not been one merely
of meeting a new mode of life, but a mode of life
controlled by entirely new principles. The white man
changed the whole shape of Indian ways of existence.

Morally, the Indians had high standing. Their
system of ethics and code of honour was almost
Spartan in its rectitude. They had developed cultural-
ly, too. Speaking of the Blackfeet of Alberta, Ven.
Archdeacon S. H. Middleton says: "Several of their
stories, legends and myths have an equal standing
with the ancient classics. It is a little startling to see
in the story of the Medicine Pipe a close parallel to
the classical myth of Orpheus and Eurydice. In
another of their stories is an incident which might
have been taken bodily from the Odyssey."

Then Came
The White Men

Let us turn from considering the Indians as they
were, their culture, economics, ethics
and political organization, to look at
what the coming of the white man

. o
meant to them. When the first Spaniards came to
America, human development on this continent was
6,000 years behind the Old World, according to H. G.
Wells. This ancient way of living was attacked by
many new features: the white trapper, competitive
trading, efficiency of modern weapons in war and the
chase, natural catastrophies, and the operation of
animal population cycles for which ~the restricted
areas of reserves did not allow enough room. Habits
of the Indians were broken, and their cultural and




