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T
HIS war has brought into a clear light the need
of productive agriculture. Armies, navies and
air forces in wartime, even more than commerce,

manufacture and every other activity in peacetime,
depend upon the bounty of the earth.

There has been great progress in agriculture, "since
the first poor crooked stick was drawn across the
wondering earth". That was in the Neolithic age
10,000 years ago, but more advancement has been
made during the past two centuries than in all the
preceding thousands of years. Farming is a complicat-
ed business today. The same basic problems as afflicted
the first cultivator -- the need for sun, rain and fertile
soil in the right measures -- still exist on every farm,
but in addition there are riddles associated with ur-
banization, price, distribution and comparative stan-
dards of living. An encyclopedic definition of agricul-
ture mentions merely preparing the soil, sowing seed,
removing the crop, and the raising and feeding of
cattle and other live stock. In today’s practice, the
farmer’s worries start earlier and continue later than
these operations.

This complexity of farm life is increasingly recog-
nized by urban dwellers, who are taking greater inter-
est than ever before in agricultural conditions. Persons
who draw their livelihood from industry realize that a
large prosperous rural population would provide the
basis for widening national prosperity through en-
larged outlets for the products of urban factories.
Many of these urban dwellers visit farming country in
spring and see gardens of young vegetables, or in fall,
to admire the wide fields of grain. They are overcome
with a longing for a kind of peaceful life which appears
ideal to people accustomed to the high tempo and com-
plicated standards of urban society. But when these
city people enquire into the facts of rural life, they find
that the troubles of city experience are simple com-
pared with those that must be faced in farming. They
discover, indeed, that they are becoming more and
more involved in shouldering a share of the farm load,
instead of being able to enter the wide open spaces
and drop part of the urban burden. The farm problem
refuses to stay on the farm, because the prosperity of
agriculture is so vital to the whole nation.

Canada’s
Farm Lands

In all Canada there are 3~ million square miles of
land, and only 550,000 square miles
are "potential agricultural land",
according to the Canada Year Book.

It is a fallacy, as was pointed out in our Monthly

Letter of January, to accept low population density
per square mile as prima facie evidence of great
absorptive capacity. Other factors, such as physical
environment, climate, topography, location, and
sociological surroundings must be considered. Can-
ada’s "great open spaces" reduce, under the merely
physical test of land adaptability, to half a million
square miles, of which 211,000 are already in use.

Reduced to its simplest terms, a farm is a chemical
plant, developed by capital represented by land,
machinery and live stock. This establishment takes a
few raw materials, and, by processes which no one
fully understands, turns out ham and eggs, wheat,
spinach, milk, butter, cheese, potatoes, beefsteaks, and
the other foods which enter into the needs of the
human organism and cater to its palate. To measure
the productivity of soil has been a major assignment
of laboratories maintained by the Dominion and by
Provinces, because many failures in farm settlement
are due to the placing of eager colonists upon land that
is worn out or rocky, or poorly situated.

Canadian
Development

Canada is a young country, and its land has not been
" tilled with’the same intensity or for

the same length of time as that of
European countries. The first clearing

of land for agriculture took place near Port Royal,
N.S., in July, 1606, so this Letter is being published
about the 335th anniversary of that great event.
When Cartier visited Hochelaga (later the city of
Montreal) in 1535, he found extensive fields around
the present site of the Head Office of The Royal Bank
of Canada planted to corn, and the Indians were
.growing beans, peas, and cucumbers in natural clear-
rags. It is of passing interest that the earliest public
notice of farm lands open for settlement appeared in
1632, offering opportunity for colonization on the St.
John River in New Brunswick.

It was under circumstances such as these that the
size of early Canadian farms was largely determined.
Each generation had to plan how much land it should
clear and cultivate. In later days, with bald prairie
to work, the standard size was set at 160 acres. Still
later, in a reign of machinery and railways, many
quarter section farms proved to be too small for
profitable production. At the same time, the ambition
of farmers has often led them to take more land than
they could properly manage. Economic authorities
say many a farmer would gain by applying his capital
and labour to a smaller area. Abandoned farms bear




