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A Multicultural Society

The nation of minorities called Canada
has been compared to a mosaic and a flower
garden. And indeed this remarkable
cosmopolitan society offers many rewards.
Now the time has come to demonstrate

the reality behind the rhetoric. And to prove

that equality and fraternity really can exist...

[0 There is tea from China, shortbread from
Scotland, canned salsifis from Belgium. There is
couscous from Morocco, taco pastry from Mexico,
feta cheese from Greece. At the meat counter
you find Polish, German and Italian sausages and
beef butchered in the French fashion. Delicatessens
like this flourish in all of the larger cities of
Canada, and people of practically every racial
origin under the sun come to choose among their
multifarious goods.

Here the richness of Canada’s multicultural
society gleams through among the colourfully-
packaged foodstuffs from scores of nations. These
crowded shelves are an unconscious celebration of
all that Canada has gained by offering a home to
people from around the world. Canada tradition-
ally has been regarded in other nations as an
essentially dull place of diligent but plodding
inhabitants — grey figures on a grey landscape.
There may have been some truth to this impression
long ago; thanks to the zest infused into this
country by millions of immigrants and their
descendants over the years, it is anything but
true now.

Contemporary Canadians, no matter what their
mother tongue, are the beneficiaries of a world of
cultural inspiration. More than they usually
realize, they have incorporated the ways of other
nations into their own way of life. This shows in
their clothing, housing, furnishings, pastimes,
cuisine, and attitudes. Nor have they partaken
uniformly of the same influences; on the contrary,
the range of choice is so broad and Canadian tastes
so diffuse that it is often lamented that Canadians

have no distinctive national culture of their own.

In a sense, though, this diffusion and amen-
ability to the unfamiliar is the Canadian culture.
The tradition of absorbing the best from various
cultural sources goes to Canada’s roots. As a native
Indian leader has pointed out, the original Cana-
dians formed a multicultural and multilingual
society long before the first white man ever came
to the country. The upper part of North America
was occupied by tribes. as different from one
another as Swedes are from Corsicans, with all
the strains in between.

Despite the violence that marred relations be-
tween the Indians and whites in the early years
of European settlement, the two groups went
ahead and pooled their lore and artifacts. From
the Indians the French-Canadians learned wood-
craft and adopted snow-shoes, moccasins and
canoes. While they brought alcohol and strange
diseases to the Indians, the white men also brought
iron pots and axes, woven fabrics and fire-arms.
On balance, the intermingling of these contrasting
peoples may have done more harm than good —
but it did do some good nevertheless.

In later years the French and English forged
alliances with Indian tribes as they battled for
control of North America. When the war for
Canada finally ended, the victorious “English”
(many of whom were actually Gaelic-speaking
Scots) joined in a marriage of convenience with
the Indians and Canadiens to probe the wilderness
and fight off invasions from the newly-created
United States. An interchange of crafts and
customs ensued between French- and English-
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