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About Being Resourceful

SOME PEOPLE have the idea that they make progress in a
factory or an office by "fitting in". Resourceful people
believe in getting ahead by standing out.

They make the best of their abilities and the tools
and equipment they have at hand for the job they are
doing, and they give a thought to what they may need
to know or to do in the event of an unforeseen occur-
rence. They are preparing now so that they can produce
workable solutions to future problems.

The entrepreneur--the business man who is
aiming to make a profit at the risk of loss -- the main-
spring of all business and industry--has to be
resourceful. He has every right to expect the same
quality in those who are employed by his firm, each in
his special job. Every employee needs to work as a
member of a team, but he needs individuality, too.

Being resourceful involves doing something. Those
who fail to act on a problem, and carry the inner con-
flict forward from day to day, live under constant
emotional strain and give less than full value in
their work.

Instead of intoning the mournful lament "these
things are sent to try us" they should declare with
zest: "these trials are sent to give us opportunities to
show our good points." Obstacles bring out the best in
resourceful people.

The first resourcefulness in human beings evidenced
itself when the savage learned that it is shorter to
cross a stream than to go around its source; that a
stone stays where it is unless something moves it, and
that it drops from the hand which lets it go; that if he
strikes a fellow savage a blow he will make him angry
and probably get a blow in return. Here we have, as
Thomas H. Huxley points out in Method and Results,
the outlines of mathematics, physics, chemistry, and
moral science. These early discoveries, expanded and
developed, still serve us.

Resignation to an undesirable state of affairs is not
the way of the resourceful person. He has a pliant
mind, ready to accommodate itself to new needs.
When an abnormal condition calls upon him to deal
vith it, he may have to change the elements of it
somewhat, and he may have to change himself some-

what, but by one means or another he will stay on top
of the situation.

Nothing, good or bad, remains static. Change is the
normal state in the world today, and a person needs to
be resourceful in altering his plans to meet new cir-
cumstances. When reason and judgment tell us to give
up a course of action and start afresh on some new
line, it is intellectually stupid to persist. The successful
business man is one who readily adapts himself to the
changing business world, just as the well adjusted
individual is one who readily fits himself to a changing
social world.

When he adapts quickly to new circumstances he is
displaying a kind of genius for living. Most of the men
who built buggies were absorbed into the automobile
industry, but those who insisted upon making buggy
wheels found themselves out of jobs.

The dictionary defines "resource" as "skill in devising
expedients, practical ingenuity, quick wit." The re-
sourceful man calls upon all his resources: experience,
knowledge, intelligence and originality, and he adds
confidence.

Expect the unexpected

We look with pleasure upon the occasions when we
have time to formulate a clear view of what is needed,
what the cost will be, and what the consequences will
be of the course we take, but a good deal happens in
everyone’s life that he has not counted on, some of it
good, some of it bad.

No amount of thinking can imagine or grasp all of
every circumstance, so it is a good rule to expect the
unexpected. None of us knows, when he picks up the
telephone or opens an envelope, what new experience
may be awaiting him.

A person may know how to handle the ordinary
problems and difficulties connected with his job, but
one day a situation arises which has a quirk in it,
something he had not foreseen. He may be a great
baseball fielder, but every once in a while a tiny pebble
on the infield bounces one over his head.

An emergency is a sudden crisis demanding imme-




