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THE MEANING OF CITIZENSHIP

ANADIANS have been described as the most
C “self-critical people in the world” and again
as “a nation that has not grown up”. Dr. James
Roby Kidd, assistant director of the Canadian
Association for Adult Education, says in an unpub-
lished doctoral thesis that the Canadian attitude is
one which might be called “group inferiority com-
plex”. If we were less self-critical and less self-
conscious, we should likely go ahead and do things
we are now unable to encompass because we do not
trust our abilities.

The establishment a year ago of “Canadian Citizen-
ship” is counted upon by well-wishers to raise our
morale. 1t should bring us closer together under one
roof, as it were; it should broaden our horizons, and
it should enable us to look out upon the world with a
feeling of confidence based upon knowledge of
family solidarity and national co-operativeness.

Everyone will admit that there are differences be-
tween people of diverse origins. Persons brought up
in France, Scotland, Ireland, England, Scandinavia,
Italy and other countries have had distinctive environ-
ments and consequently their views of happenings
and situations are varied. It is our right to be different,
but strength lies in being united on the important and
basic things in national and economic life.

This lesson should have been well and truly taught
by our history. A glance through the rich lode hinted
at in the indexes of the Canadian Historical Review
shows how often important issues which should have
been settled on business grounds or according to laws
of equity became the football of sectional interests
and prides.

Canada is a small United Nations in itself. There are
43 nationalities represented in the racial origin of our
population. Under the impulse of common citizen-
ship the best attainments, beliefs, customs and tradi-
tions of all these can be welded into a grand culture.

Citizenship Requires Work

Citizenship is like every other great movement or
state in life 1n that it requires humble work as well as
effervescent. expression. Great religions teach the

virtues of lowly things; great scientific discoveries
arise from painstaking and unassuming research;
even the most elevated education rests upon a base of the
modest ABC’s. So, too, citizenship involves work. The
physical welfare of the nation depends upon the prod-
uct of individual hands, just as its spiritual welfare
rests upon the contriburions of individual minds.

Not so many years ago the producing world was
made up of lone inventors in artics and lone artisans
in whatever space could be had in overcrowded
houses. Today, with a world population which has
increased from 1,009 million to 2,151 million in 100
years, that scale of production would not meet our
needs. Scientific work has become co-operative effort
in great laboratories, and production has been made
efficient by centralization in workshops and factories.
This change has brought new social problems which
it is one of the aims of citizenship to solve. It has nor,
however, altered the basic principle which requires
every worker to contribute his best in the field he
chooses.

Citizens are Broadminded

Citizenship requires, besides patriotism and in-
dustry, something people refer to as open-minded-
ness. Dr. Kidd, a graduate of McGill and Columbia
Universities, who made an intensive study of Canadian
ways in preparation for his treatise on Canadian
citizenship, declares, *“. . . the Canadian people as
individuals are comparatively free from prejudice and
bigotry”. That is 2 good starting point for the building
of a sane and healthy citizenry.

This matter of tolerance versus intolerance requires
constant vigilance, because it is very easy to drift
from one to the other. Only persons who are alert to
these three maxims are safe from this danger: what we
believe is not necessarily true; what we like is not
necessarily good; all questions are open to considera-
tion.

Good citizens will listen, before making up their
minds on an issue, to all points of view reasonably
expressed. John Stuart Mill, grand fighter for liberty



of expression as a means to good government, laid
down as a rule: “If all mankind, minus one, were of
one opinion, and only one person were of the con-
trary opinion, mankind would be no more justified in
silencing that one person than he, if he had the power,
would be justified in silencing mankind.”

Democracy Expresses Citizenship

Citizenship arises in democracy and doesn’t exist
otherwise. Democratic government is nothing more
than the top-layer expression of something that must
be deeply imbedded in people’s minds: voluntary
association for the good of all. :

From this thought to the conviction that the state
exists for the benefit of its citizens is but a step — a step
not taken in dictatorial countries where individual
freedom was wrested from the people; where people
are only chattels to be used for the exaltation of the
state. In a citizen-state the government exists to be
the servant of citizens and to protect them in their free
individual development. The chief end of government
is the virtue and happiness of citizens.

These happy ideals are expressed in the basic prin-
ciples of government in Canada. We believe in govern-
ment according to law, the recognition and assurance
of certain rights of individuals, and when change is
needed it must be brought about by due process of law.
This form of government establishes the framework
for harmonious development of personality.

Within this framework, citizenship involves certain
liberties, qualities and duties.

What is Civil Liberty?

Liberty has many meanings. In ordinary usage,
liberty means the ability to think and act as one chooses
without interference, but in living with other people
the limitation has to be added “so long as one’s actions
do not interfere with the equal liberty of others”.

Civil liberties include freedom with respect to
personal action, the possession and use of property,
religious beliefs and worship, and the expression of
opinion. The mere fact of living in a democracy does
not make certain the maintenance of any group of
liberties for the individual. A democratic government
must be constantly on the alert to avoid a danger
inherent in majority rule — the danger of imposing
bondage upon minorities.

There is an important protecting factor: one liberty
preserved under the democratic form of government
is the right to complain about violation of one’s
liberty. So long as citizens have the right to make com-

laints, and the complaints are freely heard and

lly considered, and so long as indicated reforms
are speedily made, then citizens have the utmost of
civil liberty that wise men look for.

Qualities of Citizenship

As to the qualities of citizenship, there are so many
that merely to list them would use up all our space.
They include all the good and beautiful things in
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human npature, all the virtues. Here are a few, drawn
from the essay by President Eliot of Harvard in which
he discusses the good life from the viewpoint of the
individual: moderation, knowledge of history and of
the world today, weighing of evidence, consecu-
tive thinking, progressiveness, passion for truth,
drawing of accurate conclusions, self-reliance, open-
mindedness, independence, and the wise use of liberty.

These qualities, it will be noted, deal with practical-
ities. In olden days the atrention of thinking people
was directed to abstract philosophy, or pure science,
or the art of government. The emphasis today is upon
things social. This is as it should be for the well-
ordered direction of society and the promotion of
welfare.

The citizen needs a cultural background which
enables him to explain the factors giving rise to social
unrest, radicalism and agitation. He needs straight
thinking so that he may recognize the true ideals and
goals of human progress amid all the shoddy counter-
feits, And he needs moderation to tone down high-
flying ideals to the point where they can be achieved
through the normal processes of work and growth.

Citizenship Repudiates Collectivism

. A discussion of the meaning of citizenship would
be incomplete if it did not include the point of view
of sceptics who disbelieve in the principles for which
Canadian citizenship stands. Some of these persons
desire a kind of collectivist society, devoted to a sort
of benevolence. They promise much. It is more than
1800 years since Plutarch wrote a maxim which has
never been disproved by any government: “the first
destroyer of the liberties of a people is he who first
gave them bounties and largesses”.

There are, and we suppose there always will be,
utopians of a sort: people who quarrel with the moral
code of the rest of the community or the social order
of their country or the economic state of the world.

Citizens find their greatest satisfaction in attending
to situations ‘which are under their control. They
would be robbed of this satisfaction by utopians,
because Utopia, by whomever thought up, always
means dictatorship.

Collectivism ignores the individual; Canadian citi-
zenship admits that he is the mainspring of society.
Collectivism destroys freedom; Canadian citizenship
guarantees it. Not, as we have seen, that citizenship in
a country like Canada provides an open field for
rugged exploitation by individuals and license to do
all things, but it is the best method yet attained of
relating individuals to society in a middle way which
avoids both the anarchy of savagery and the slavery
of dictatorship.

The Schools and Citizenship

It is not right to suppose that people are born with
an inherited understanding of citizenship. If patterns
of behaviour were inherited, says A. Scheinfeld in his




