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THE MEANING OF CITIZENSHIP

CANADIANS have been described as the most
"self-critical people in the world" and again
as "a nation that has not grown up". Dr. James

Roby Kidd, assistant director of the Canadian
Association for Adult Education, says in an unpub-
lished doctoral thesis that the Canadian attitude is
one which might be called "group inferiority com-
plex". If we were less self-critical and less sell
conscious, we should likely go ahead and do things
we are now unable to encompass because we do not
trust our abilities.

The establishment a year ago of "Canadian Citizen-
ship" is counted upon by well-wishers to raise our
morale. It should bring us closer together under one
roof, as it were; it should broaden our horizons, and
it should enable us to look out upon the world with a
feeling of confidence based upon knowledge of
family solidarity and national co-operativeness.

Everyone will admit that there are differences be-
tween people of diverse origins. Persons brought up
in France, Scotland, Ireland, England, Scandinavia,
Italy and other countries have had distinctive environ-
ments and consequently their views of happenings
and situations are varied. It is our right to be different,
but strength lies in being united on the important and
basic things in national and economic life.

This lesson should have been well and truly taught
by our history. A glance through the rich lode hinted
at in the indexes of the Canadian Historical Revieu’
shows how often important issues which should have
been settled on business grounds or according to laws
of equity became the football of sectional interests
and prides.

Canada is a small United Nations in itself. There are
43 nationalities represented in the racial origin of our
population. Under the impulse of common citizen-
ship the best attainments, beliefs, customs and tradi-
tions of all these can be welded into a grand culture.

Citizenship Requires Work

Citizenship is like every other great movement or
state in life in that it requires humble work as well as
effervescent expression. Great religions teach the

virtues of lowly- things; great scientific discoveries
arise from painstaking and unassuming research;
even the most elevated education rests upon a base of the
modest ABC’s. So, too, citizenship involves work. The
physical welfare of the nation depends upon the prod-
uct of individual hands, just as its spiritual welfare
rests upon the contributions of individual minds.

Not so many years ago the producing world was
made up of lone inventors in attics and lone artisans
in whatever space could be had in overcrowded
houses. Today, with a world population which has
increased from 1,009 million to 2,151 million in 100
years, that scale of production would not meet our
needs. Scientific work has become co-operative effort
in great laboratories, and production has been made
efficient by centralization in workshops and factories.
This change has brought new social problems which
it is one of the aims of citizenship to solve. It has not,
however, altered the basic principle which requires
every worker to contribute his best in the field he
chooses.

Citizens are Broadminded

Citizenship requires, besides patriotism and in-
dustry, something people refer to as open-minded-
ness. Dr. Kidd, a graduate of McGill and Columbia
Universities, who made an intensive study of Canadian
ways in preparation for his treatise on Canadian
citizenship, declares, "... the Canadian people as
individuals are comparatively free from prejudice and
bigotry". That is a good starting point for the building
of a sane and healthy citizenry.

This matter of tolerance versus intolerance requires
constant vigilance, because it is very easy to drift
from one to the other. Only persons who are alert to
these three maxims are safe from this danger: what we
believe is not necessarily true; what we like is not
necessarily good; all questions are open to considera-
tion.

Good citizens will listen, before making up their
minds on an issue, to all points of view reasonably
expressed. John Stuart Mill, grand fighter for liberty




