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T MVERY Canadian has a stake in Canada’s fo-
rests, because 325 of every 3100 of our wealth
“—“and income branches out from our trees. One
quarter of the things we need from abroad is obtained
in exchange for wood products — sugar from the In-
dies, oranges from the United States, tableware from
Britain: things which we cannot grow or make at home.

Forests are among our five main natural resources,
the others being farm land, mineral areas, water-power
and fisheries. When combined, forests and water-
power form the base of Canada’s greatest industry,
pulp and paper.

Trees suited to commercial use do not only offer an
opportunity for business profit, but vitally affect
the social life of Canada. Besides the large firms
employing thousands of persons, there are many small
operators and individuals who find a source of income
in the woods. Veterans of the war have shown interest
in establishing themselves and their families in
forest activity, where they supplement their woods
operations with such “sidelines” as trapping, guiding,
conducting fishing and hunting camps, and growing
root crops. Farmers in many sections gain their main
“‘cash crop’ by working in the woods in winter.

It is common to look upon the forest as a kind of
residuary in the resource scheme: whatever land is not
ood enough for annual crops is let run to trees.
hat is a wrong view. Much land which was once
densely wooded, then cut clean to make way for the
plough, is now useless for either timber or agriculture.
Forests can be of permanent benefit, not only by
preserving nature’s balance but by providing an
annual cash income to maintain the farmer’s balance
in the bank, or the woodsman’s daily living: they can
supply raw materials for industrial use, giving em-
ployment to scores of thousands.

On the basis of productive possibilities, Canada
has 813,110 square miles of forest land. In addition,
there are 477,850 square miles of inaccessible or
unproductive forest land. The useful forest area is as
big as two Ontarios, or all of British India; it is twice
the size of the Union of South Africa, equal to seven
New Zealands, and nearly as big as the Belgian Congo.
If one wishes to count forest and jungle of all kinds,
Canada has eight per cent of the world’s forested
area. Of Canada’s own area, 38 per cent is forested.

January, 1947

The forests are the foundation and support of the
pulp and paper industry, the great lumber industry,
and hundreds of subsidiary businesses. We are so
accustomed to having plenty of wood for many pur-
poses that we seldom stop to think of what conditions
would be like without it. Look at a few examples. No
satisfactory substitute has been found for wooden
crossties in railway line construction: Canada has
57,000 miles of railway line and sidings, each with
2,860 ties eight feet long — a total of about 26 million
trees each 50 feet tall and a foot thick. Frame houses
are commonplace in Canada, forming 72 per cent of
the total dwellings. Telephone poles alone would
form a large forest of trees.

The following short table tells the annual average
use of wood in the years 1934 to 1943, in millions of
cubic feet:

Logaiandl baltss v et e, st gl SRR SRS B
Pulpwood for domesticuse.................. 525
Pulpwood for export. ...................... 130
Firewood. ......... ... ... ... ... ......... 713
Ties, posts, poles, etc... .. .. e e A 64
Misce?laneous PEORUEES, . - o5 - s e e olrebehds 24

In the same period the average annual destruction
by fire was 337,888,000 cubic feet and by insects and
disease 500,000,000 cubic feet. This shocking amount
of loss by pests and fire gives cause for concern.

Greater governmental activity in forest care is
needed, and individual operators should make forest
protection an integral part of forest management,
and accept broader individual responsibility for
conservation and fire fighting. The pulp and paper
industry in pledging its support to any practical plan,
has suggested the ?ollowing measures to the Ontario
Royal Commission: augment the forest protection ser-
vice by men trained in the science of fire protection,
entomology and pathology, with sufficient remunera-
tion to encourage continuity of service; expand the
fire fighting equipment of the department; improve
transportation and communication systems. As the
President of this bank remarked in his annual address:
“There is a general feeling that the forests should be
maintained as a renewable asset yielding harvests
in perpetuity, and as such they become not only a
source of public revenue but a matter of public
responsibility. If the nation is not to live upon its






