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(This is the second of two articles telling about Canada’s
resources, development and possibilities).

G REATEST expansion in farming occurred
during the war of 1914-18, when the area under
cultivation increased by i8 million acres. The

Canadian economy changed (tom one of foreign invest-
ment, building railroads, cities and farm dwellings,
and opening up virgin territory, to one of production
for export, making Canada much more vulnerable to
world conditions. In this war, measures were adopted
to allow agriculture to recover the standing it lost in
depression years. Farm prices increased 60 per cent
from 1939 to 1944, and at the same time farmers raised
their output between 40 and 50 per cent. As a result of
higher prices and increased production, the gross cash
income has just about doubled since 1939, and the
relation between farm prices, cost of living and other
prices is not far from that of the relatively prosperous
period 1926 to 1929. At the 1944 session of parlia-
ment, several measures which will be of benefit to
farmers in the post-war reconstruction period were
placed upon the statute books. The farm improvement
loans act guarantees farm improvement and develop-
ment loans made by banks, including loans for imple-
ments, livestock and electric systems. The agricultural
prices support act establishes a board with powers to
purchase agricultural products and dispose of them at
regulated prices.

Forests are of tremendous importance to Canada,
only two other countries, Brazil and Russia, having
larger forested areas. Productive forests cover 770,000
sq. miles, and can provide continuous crops of useful
timber. By far the larger world demand for wood is for
softwood, of which Canada possesses the principal
reserves within the British Empire. Canada is the larg-
est newsprint producer in the world, with a mill
capacity four times that of any other country, equal
to the combined mill capacities of the United States,
Great Britain, Norway, Sweden and Finland. In
production of wood pulp, Canada ranks second only
to the United States. Besides being Canada’s largest
manufacturing industry with 105 active mill, tile
pulp and paper industry is one of the greatest enter-
prises in the world, Its capital at the outbreak of war
was about triple the next ranking manufacturing
business in Canada and many thousands of share-

holders owned the $655 million invested in 1942. The
census recorded 38,000 workers in mills and another
100,000 or more engaged in woods operations. At least
a half million people draw their livelihood from the
pulp and paper industry, including woods operations.

Mining is playing an increasingly important part
in the economic life of Canada. Prospecting for gold
was stimulated by the increase in price of 517.83 per
fine ounce since i933, and this increase also enabled
mines to work ore that was hitherto unprofitable.
Development of mining has opened up new terri-
tories, built communities, and provided markets for
consumer goods and mine supplies. Canada produces
95 per cent of the nickel output of the United Nations,
20 per cent of the zinc, 12~/_, per cent of the copper,
15 per cent of the lead, 75 per cent of the asbestos, and
20 per cent of the mercury. When war broke out the
mining industry was in very strong position to make
a substantial contribution to the war effort. Since
then it has expanded and developed to produce at
reasonable cost the minerals necessary for the manu-
facture Of armaments, munitions and other war su0-
plies. Its gold and silver production helped mightily
in the creation of foreign credits. At the outbreak of
war Canada stood second among the countries of the
world in gold mining, with 12.8 per cent of the total
world production. From a re_ere $10 million in 1886.
the value of minerals rose to $52454 million in 1943,
the value per capita being $2.23 and $44.40 respec-
tively. Today, Canada has changed from an exporter
of ores or semi-finished mine products to the position
where smelting and refining operations are completed
within her borders, and tomorrov¢ will see still greater
advances.

Canada has probably the largest fishing grounds in
the world, and in the latest year recorded the value of
fishery products was $75 million, with 60,000 persons
employed. The Atlantic coastline measures over 5,000
miles, the Bay. of Fundy has 8,000 square miles, the
Gulf of St. Lawrence ten times that area, and, addii’g ~.
them all together the Atlantic fisheries comprise not !
less than 200,000 squar e mi l es,  or  f our -f i f t hs the area
of the fishing grounds of the North Atlantic. In addi-
tion, there are on the Atlantic seaboard 15,000,isquare
miles of inshore waters controlled entirely by the
Dominion. The Pacific coast of Canada measures




