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OUR FORESTS ARE WORTH PRESERVING

background. In fact, forests have had great

influence on the progress and welfare of man-
kind in every land and in all ages. Without wood,
history would be a very different story.

THE history of Canada is staged against a forest

Take Canada today. Of all the wealth created by our
basic sources of production — agriculture, forests,
fisheries, trapping and mining — the forests produce
one third, or, to be wholly accurate, 31 per cent. On
these basic industries rests Canada’s trade and com-
merce.

Ia countries which border on the sea, forests were
the foundation of shipbuilding industries, maritime
expansion and naval prowess. In our early history the
forests on our eastern seaboard played a significant
part. They were so favourably located with reference
to both the sea and rivers that our colonists built a
thrifty trade overseas. Here was the forest primeval of
Longfellow’s Ewvangeline. Nova Scotian ships were
known in every port of the world, and by 1878 Canada
was fourth among the shipowning nations. That era
passed away with the coming of steel ships, but the
worth of our maritime slopes for growing trees has
not died. Nearly eighty per cent of the land area of
Nova Scotia is unfit for agriculture, but is well suited
for the production of timber crops.

The job our maritimers have to do is one of conser-
vation, wise management, and development. Fifteen
hundred miles westward begin the prairies, where the
task is entirely different. It is not a matter of managing
a forest or woodlot already there, but of attempting to
establish a grove of trees where none exists.

The development of prairie farm tree growth has
been phenomenal. The government policy of tree
distribution, started in 1901 as an experiment, has
grown until by 1946 the output from nursery stations
had totalled 200 million trees.

It is not many years since the western plains farmer
derided the idea of growing trees, but already the
benefits of woodlots and shelter belts are widely
acknowledged. Twenty-five years ago one seldom saw

trees around farm buildings, there were no vegetable
patches or flower gardens, and the sight of a few
willows living their precarious life near a gully or at
the bottom of a coulee was a relief to dust-filled eyes.

Today, trees give shelter to crops, buildings and
livestock. They collect and hold the snow, preventing
it from banking up around buildings, and they release
it slowly in spring so that more of its precious moisture
is fed into the earth. They break the force of hot winds
in summer, slowing down evaporation. They give
shelter for gardens, and make living more pleasant.

Use of Land

This digression was made to indicate that forestry
is practicable, paying and desirable in all parts of
Canada, from the natural home of trees on the Atlantic
and Pacific slopes to the grasslands of the Prairies.
But not all land is suitable for trees, or for the same
kind of trees.

Forestry represents one of the three major ways of
using land. The others are cropping and pasture.
Generally, woodland, grass land and desert divide the
surface of the earth among them, and between them
there is constant conflict. The grasslandsare forever
attempting to encroach upon the woodlands, often
with the assistance of men bent upon extending their
tarms. The desert is always trying to encroach upon
the grass land, an attempt in which it has been helped
by men: in the past, unwittingly, but in these days of
widespread knowledge about wind and water erosion,
by men with their eyes wide open.

In Old Ontario, according to the report of the Royal
Commission on Forestry, 1947, forest cover has
shrunk to 9.7 per cent. Groups which have studied
the question estimate that up to 8,000 square miles,
or 5,120,000 acres, of waste land should be returned
to forests; the Commission itself is convinced that at
least two and a half million acres of Old Ontario
might profitably be reforested.

There is no overall recipe, no rule of thumb, as to
where trees should be planted or not planted. Every
scheme needs to be looked at individually, and the






