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Diplomacy in the Home

FAMILIES CAN LIVE TOGETHER and prosper and be happy
under an extraordinary variety of conditions so long
as they observe a few simple virtues, chief of which
is the practice of diplomacy.

The Canadian family has been exposed this century
to violent assaults by new ideas and to revolutionary
changes in customs. Some of the former functions of
the family have been dispersed into schools, youth
associations and the like. Teen-age children, who have
grown up in the atmosphere of protest sit-ins and
group "togetherness" profess not to need parental
guidance. But nowhere else than in the family does a
child learn the vital art of getting along with people.

Diplomacy in the home is not a secretive and crafty
science, but is governed by the mild laws of reason and
benevolence. Some people may say that diplomacy is
something for the State. Well, is not the family a
small State?Pope Leo XIII described it in his Encyc-
lical Letter in 1891: "... the ’society’ of a man’s own
household; a society limited indeed in numbers, but a
true ’society’, anterior to every kind of State or nation,
with rights and duties of its own."

Whatever the mode of governance, the real heart of
family life is to be seen in the behaviour of the indi-
vidual members toward one another. The greatest art
known to man is that of living together harmoniously
and helpfully. One head of a family, seeking something
to decorate the chimney-piece in his library, cast away
all other ideas in favour of a plaque bearing two Greek
words meaning "The healing-place of the soul".

No social institution is more essential for the human
race than is the home. Here it is that we learn to be
human. Forms of national government have come and
gone: kingdoms, republics, dictatorships. All have had
their day and declined, but the family, made up of
father, mother and children, endures because it is the
basic social, political and economic unit.

Some people may say that the times in which we live
are not appropriate to family life. Is it, then, only for
placid times ? Is it not, rather, a haven, an institution,
for times that try men’s souls ? The family is a universal
feature of all human societies, not because it has been

determined by instincts and sentiment but because it
has facilitated survival.

Family relationships

The relationship of husband and wife in the family
is properly one of equality secured by mutual affection.
Marriage is not a mere episode. It is the culmination
of two lives, the products of dissimilar circumstances,
different upbringing, varying attitudes toward life, and
personal ways of doing things. Success under these
circumstances is not automatic. It has to be worked
for. There are two imperfect personalities to be some-
how blended, and there are difficulties from outside to
be coped with, such as economic circumstances and
changing ways of life.

It is not practicable to have a clear-cut division
between the responsibility of the husband and that of
the wife. We recall Guillaume Bud6, an estimable
sixteenth-century humanist. When a servant entered
his library and announced that the house was on fire,
Bud6 replied: "Go tell your mistress. You know I
leave all household matters in her hands." The full
significance of the marriage contract is a mutual agree-
ment in which there are indivisible responsibilities.

Strain is put upon marriage by the differing interests,
duties, and priorities of the partners. The world may
hail a man as being great -- great in thought, word or
deed- but diplomacy is needed in the home to live
day in and day out with his idiosyncrasies, his
petulances, his fears, his pontification, and his at-
tempts to enforce his business obedience system on his
wife and children.

The home is a place for trustworthiness, and that is
a big factor in diplomacy. The supreme value of
parental affection for children is that it is more reliable
than any other affection. The world could not operate
at all if there were no such thing as trustworthy
devotion between husband and wife and parents and
children. This sort of attachment was summed up in
a letter which Queen Victoria wrote to Prince Albert:
"... you will in that find a proof of my love, because
I must share with you everything that rejoices me,




