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W HAT is this Canada ? Is it merely the biggest
country m the Americas, the third largest in
the world, with an area of 3,700,000 square

miles stretching from the United States to the North
Pole, and extending over 48° of latitude and 84° of
longitude ? Is it merely a land of rocks which form
the lid on a treasure house of nickel, gold, silver,
asbestos, radium, and scores of other minerals; of
wide prairies that produce the world’s fourth greatest
crop of wheat, of inexhaustible forests, and of the
earth’s largest area of fresh water lakes ?

Canada is all these, an’d more. Nature bestowed

~ifts upon her with a lavish hand, but the treasures
ay unused for the benefit of man throughout millen-

iums until only yesterday. Canada’s pride today is
that so great-development of nature’s bounty has
been accomplished by a mere 1/188th of the world’s
population.

So industriously have Canada’s 11~ million people
explored the wilderness, probed the rocks, tilled the
plains, and built dams to operate their factory wheels,
that their country is among the world’s leaders in
supplying the world’s needs.

Canada is first in production of nickel, newsprint,
asbestos, platinum and radium, and in supplying
food for the United Nations. She is the world’s second
largest producer of aluminum, wood pulp, and hydro-
electric power, and second in the building of cargo
ships. Canada is third in producing copper, lead and
zinc, third among the United Nations’ sea powers, and
the third trading nation in the world. She is fourth
among the world’s air powers, and fourth in produc-
tion of United Nations’ war supplies.

Canada’s scanty population has been achieving
mightily through’inventive genius and enterprise.
These have developed the benefits inherent ill the
Dominion’s strategic geographical position, her abund-
ant and varied natural resources, her wealth of cheap
water power, her thousands of miles of transportation
facilities by rail. highway, waterway and air. Her
people have kept her credit and exchange sound in
the markets of tile world.

Today, Canada is on the threshold (.f filrthcr ad-
vancement. It isn’t what ~-e did yesterday, but what
we are re~.,dy to do tomorrow, that makes for great-

ness. This Dominion occupies a central posit.ion be-
tween four of the world’s great powers, and her terri-
tories actually adjoin two of them: the United States
of America and the Soviet Union. With the other two,
Great Britain and France, she has strong bonds of
tradition and affection.

Canada is no land of the midnight sun, half British
and half American, populated chiefly by Indians,
Eskimos, the Mounted Police, and trappers on snow-
shoes. It is a land of opportunity for individuals and
organizations who have a forward look and are not
afraid to work. This Letter will attempt to tell wherein
some of the opportunities lie, as well as to give an
idea of how Canada has reached its present eminence
under the stimulus of the northern climate, the
initiative fostered by life in a new, vast and rugged
country, and the courage and self-reliance bred of
great open spaces and freedom of enterprise, move-
ment, speech, religion and politics.

Canadians do not form a compact group like the
English or the French, but are a collection of diverse
races molding themselves into a nation that takes its
pattern from the land of their adoption. They are held
together by love of country, common interests, and
loyalty to the Crown. At the time of Confederation
the largest individual British racial group was Irish,
and the Irish and’ Scottish together outnumbered the
English by almost two to one. After 1881 the English
predominated, and the Scottish moved into second
place after 1911. By the time of the 1941 census the
numerical strength of the principal racial stocks was
m the following order: French, English, Scottish,
Irish, German, Ukrainian, Scandinavian, Nether-
lands, Jewish, and Polish. Taking the best traits and
abilities of all these races, the Canadian nation is
ready to march forward in peace as it has done in war.

When Canada’s first census was taken in 1666 to
measure the advancement made by this French
colony since the founding of Quebec by Champlain
58 years earlier, it was found that there were 3,215
inhabitants. The growth from this figure to llr/j~
million in 1941 places Canada among the leading
countries of the Empire in rate of population growth.

The first Canadians were ffatives found on the
Atlantic coast by early European explorers, and one
tribe -- the Kanatas of the St. Lawrence villages ---




