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In the Long Run

EVERYTHING HERE AND NOW counts in the long run.
Ecologists tell us that not a leaf falls in the forest or a
raindrop into the sea but that the consequences of each
happening must go on for all time and spread through
all space.

Young people in Canada have the opportunity to
make their todays count in their future. Education and
opportunity are provided, and what young people are
to become through their aid they are now becoming.

No one can tell another how to live so as to come out
best in the long run, but it is possible to mention certain
things that will help a youth toward learning for him-
self. One thing is certain: you do not find life worth
living: you have to make it worth living. That requires
all the ardour of which you are capable. Given an ideal,
you may make of your life what you will, with good
tools, good materials and determination.

What do you want ?

It is surprising how few stand in the way of an am-
bitious person. There are many who wish for things, of
course, but only those who work toward them count
as rivals. The man who is content to draw his pay and
arrive home in time to catch his favourite six o’clock
programme on his television set is not a competitor:
he is one who stands in his own light and wonders why
his life is so dull.

Ambition is not a rare gift which some have and
others do not. It comes to you as the result of prompt-
ing your imagination to consider what might be. It
sparks the healthy-minded man to seek opportunities
to exercise his capacities.

An effort is needed toward the “more” that life has
to offer. Eating, drinking, sleeping, playing — these are
mere accessories to living. In these respects we are not
different from the brutes.

Having a purpose gives meaning to what human
beings do. You cannot play football effectively unless
you know where the goal line is. You cannot play the
human game without right aspirations, leading you
toward durable accomplishments. It was said by Wil-

liam James, the philosopher: “The great use of a life is
to spend it for something that will outlast it.”

Having assessed your potentialities, proceed in such
a way that at the end of your career you will feel that
you have approximated in achievement the possibili-
ties you now see in your life.

A very fine sort of ambition is to try to beat the
record you made yesterday; to excel yourself. One of
the greatest hindrances you can put in the way of
progress is to cheat your mind by imagining that you
have done your best. You must not mistake insub-
stantial dreams for realities.

The Celestial City in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress was not a delightful dream city, but a real place
to be reached through danger, toil, and resistance to
counter-attractions. Throughout the journey, the pil-
grim enjoyed his expectations.

What succeeds is this: to have aspirations, to gain
knowledge, to be enthusiastic, and to work. Your liking
for the long run result will assuage the toil and hardship
of reaching it, but you need to put the full sweep of
your effort into every job you tackle.

Do you seek fame ?

Few people are self-sufficient. They need apprecia-
tion of what they are doing. It may not be public ac-
claim, which is distasteful to some. What everyone
needs is understanding of his purpose and effort, and a
sharing of his feeling that the work of his hands,
whether beautiful or useful, is important.

To seek fame is not an ignoble ambition, but fame
for what? In the Tuileries Garden in Paris is a sculp-
ture depicting a horseman sounding a trumpet: its
title is “Fame”’. To hear a fanfare, to see your name in
lights on a theatre or in type on a book jacket: these
may be evidence of renown. But behind the fanfare and
the lights and the type there must be solid achievement,
and that is the reality to you.

Look back over history and note how few whose
names were on people’s lips have survived this test of
quality : how small today is their fame that was then so






