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Vancouver artist Brad Phillips named Western Canada finalist of 2004 RBC Investments Canadian Painting Competition

EDMONTON, September 22, 2004 — RBC Investments and the Canadian Art Foundation today announced Brad Philips as the Western Canada finalist of the 2004 RBC Investments Canadian Painting Competition. Brad’s original work entitled der zauberer, will compete against the Central and Eastern Canadian winners of the 2004 painting competition at the national finals in Toronto on November 17, 2004. The winner will receive a $10,000 cash prize and two honourable mentions will each receive a cash prize of $7,000.

“The annual RBC Investments Canadian Painting Competition provides an opportunity to celebrate Canada’s up-and-coming artists,” said Russ Cook, head, Private Banking (Canada), RBC Investments. “It will be a pleasure to have Brad’s work included in the RBC art collection alongside works of the Group of Seven, the Automatistes, Painters Eleven and the Regina Five.”

Brad Phillips’ winning work, der zauberer, is based on his interest in landscape as a site of remembrance and violence. He attempts to convey the tension of the suburban Toronto of his youth, through his portrayals of landscape. His subject matter in the painting is an emblem of suburban dislocation.

The jury for the Western Canada competition included director and curator of the Kenderine Art Gallery, Kent Archer; renowned artist, Jane Ash Poitras; and, director of the Bau-Xi Gallery, Riko Nakasone.

Established in 1999 to recognize exceptional skill and talent in the medium of painting, the RBC Investments Canadian Painting Competition recognizes Canadian visual artists in the early stages of their career. The competition is co-sponsored by the Canadian Art Foundation, publisher of Canadian Art magazine.
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With more than 4,000 works collected over the past one hundred years, RBC Financial Group has amassed one of Canada's most distinguished collections of contemporary representational paintings. Each year, the selected works of the RBC Investments Canadian Painting Competition become the property of RBC and are added to its nationally renowned collection of Canadian paintings.

ABOUT RBC INVESTMENTS

RBC Investments, which includes U.S.-based RBC Dain Rauscher, is the wealth management division of Royal Bank of Canada (RBC). RBC Investments, the 8th largest full-service brokerage firm in North America, is the leading provider of professional wealth management services to individuals and institutions in Canada and offers wealth management services in select markets around the world. Royal Bank of Canada (TSX, NYSE: RY) uses the initials RBC as a prefix for its businesses and operating subsidiaries, which operate under the master brand name of RBC Financial Group. Royal Bank of Canada is Canada’s largest bank as measured by market capitalization and assets, and is one of North America’s leading diversified financial services companies. It provides personal and commercial banking, wealth management services, insurance, corporate and investment banking, and transaction processing services on a global basis. The company employs 60,000 people who serve more than 12 million personal, business and public sector customers through offices in North America and some 30 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.rbc.com.
More information is available at: www.rbcinvestments.com/paintingcompetition and www.canadianart.ca.
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