
 

 
2010 RBC BLUE WATER PROJECT LEADERSHIP GRANTS 

WAVE 1 
 
ATLANTIC CANADA 
• Atlantic Coastal Action Program Saint John: A grant of $80,000 will fund 

planning and site assessment studies required to enhance, restore and conserve the 
Marsh Creek watershed, one of Canada’s most degraded urban ecosystems. 

• Ecology Action Centre: A grant of $80,000 will fund “Groundswell: Community-
based Support for Sustainable Groundwater Use in Nova Scotia,” a catalyst for 
action on groundwater monitoring, education and sustainability in Nova Scotia. 

• Bedeque Bay Environmental Management Association: A grant of $90,000 will 
fund the expansion of their Water Education, Monitoring and Outreach Program to 
include school groups (English/French/Mi’kmaq) province-wide and regional 
watershed stewardship groups in PEI. 

• Quidi Vidi Rennies River Development Foundation: A grant of $20,000 will help 
The Suncor Energy Fluvarium, a public centre for environmental education, expand 
its water quality monitoring program to elementary and secondary school students in 
remote or rural areas of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

 
QUEBEC 
• David Suzuki Foundation – Quebec: A grant of $100,000 will fund “A River Runs 

Through Us,” a program designed to create an increased culture of watershed 
stewardship in Quebec. Using science based research, the program will raise 
awareness of the threats that degrade the watershed and mobilize citizens to 
implement sustainable water and land use practices. 

• Restigouche River Salmon Conservation Foundation: A grant of $50,000 will 
help this organization develop and integrate forest management planning and survey 
methods covering the Restigouche River watershed spanning across Quebec and 
New Brunswick, protecting the area’s water resources and aquatic habitat. 

 
ONTARIO 
• Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority: A grant of $100,000 will fund the 

Healthy Headwaters Initiative to protect, enhance and restore wetlands, riparian, and 
natural habitats in Middlesex and Huron Counties in southwestern Ontario. 

• Conservation Foundation of Greater Toronto: A grant of $100,000 will support 
water conservation and education programs at the Kortright Centre, with a goal to 
helping citizens in the region reduce their water consumption through better 
conservation habits, alternative waste water treatment and water reuse systems. 

 
 



 
• Essex Region Conservation Authority: A grant of $100,000 will fund a project to 

help identify priority water quality enhancement areas in the Big Creek Watershed 
region of southwestern Ontario, and increase the scale and intensity of beneficial 
agricultural management practices completed throughout the Essex region in 
collaboration with private landowners. 

• Free the Children: As part of a Facebook campaign to attract 10,000 new fans in 10 
days to the RBC Blue Water Project, RBC Foundation pledged $10,000 to Free the 
Children for its H2O 4U speaking tour.  These funds are in addition to a $300,000 
Leadership Grant given to the organization in 2009 to support this water-focused 
motivational youth speaking tour that kicks off in Toronto on June 11, 2010. 

• North Bay - Mattawa Conservation Authority: A grant of $80,000 will help 
improve the water quality of North Bay through the restoration and stabilization of 
the Chippewa Creek shoreline, as well as the “Adopt Chippewa Creek” program to 
build community stewardship plans with local partners in the City of North Bay. 

• St. Lawrence River Institute of Environmental Science: A grant of $100,000 will 
help improve the water quality at recreational beaches along the St. Lawrence River 
in Eastern Ontario. The project will determine the sources of bacteria and site 
characteristics at selected recreational beaches to develop predictive tools and 
management practices for local Health Units and beach managers. 

 
MANITOBA 
• FortWhyte Alive: A grant of $100,000 will enable FortWhyte to build a major 

watershed stewardship exhibit within its Interpretive Centre, enhance its leading 
edge school field trip program, and lay the groundwork for FortWhyte becoming a 
satellite Aquatic Field Research Site for post-graduate studies. 

• Manitoba Eco-Network: A grant of $100,000 will fund public education programs 
that connect people and organizations, in order to encourage water conservation 
and protection in Manitoba. 

 
ALBERTA 
• Alberta Conservation Association: A grant of $100,000 will fund on-the-ground 

projects that will help restore the condition of streamside vegetation in problem 
drainage basins. This will be accomplished through outreach and collaboration with 
landowners, watershed groups, government and industry. 

• Water Matters Society of Alberta: A grant of $100,000 will fund a program 
jointly conducted with Cows and Fish that will initiate and promote water 
stewardship at the local level, help new stewardship groups start up, and improve 
the efficiency of existing stewardship groups. 

 
 
 
 



SASKATCHEWAN 
• Ducks Unlimited Canada: A grant of $400,000 will fund a three-year wetland 

conservation project in Upper Assiniboine River in southern Saskatchewan to define 
historic and existing wetland conditions and measure water quality. 

 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
• British Columbia Lake Stewardship Society: A grant of $50,000 will enable the 

Society to expand its educational reach with two new courses for community 
leaders, and engage communities in an Aquatic Macrophyte Survey Program, where 
volunteers monitor and assess the densities of aquatic plants in several lakes 
throughout the province. 

• B.C. Conservation Foundation: A grant of $25,000 will help the Foundation 
expand its watershed education program and restore several degraded streams. 

 
UNITED STATES 
• Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association (New Jersey): A grant of 

US$40,000 will support the River Friendly Stewardship Program, which will engage 
and mobilize individuals to become better stewards of their land and work with them 
towards restoring their waterways. The Watershed Association is central New 
Jersey’s first environmental group, protecting clean water and the environment since 
1949 through a combination of conservation, advocacy, science and education. 

• Pamlico-Tar River Foundation (North Carolina): A grant of US$100,000 will 
support “Operation Medicine,” a campaign which will educate people on the damage 
being done to watersheds in North Carolina by the untreated discharge of 
pharmaceuticals into their waterways. 

 
UNITED KINGDOM 
• National Trust for Jersey: A grant of £75,000 will support education and 

conservation projects, including the Jersey Wetland Interpretation Centre and a reed 
bed restoration study, on the Le Mare au Seigneur wetland in Jersey. 

 


