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Fewer Canadian homeowners appear to have 
renovated in the last two years than in the 
previous few years…

Q14:  Have you completed any renovation projects in the last 2 years?  (Unweighted Base:  2007=3853, 2006=2367, 
2005=1854)

% of adult Canadian homeowners

61% 65% 70%

39% 34% 30%

2007 2006 2005

Yes No
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By
How

Much?
Yes 
43%No 57%

Go
Over

Budget?

Among those who have renovated, two thirds 
(66%) of Canadians renovated with a budget, and 
nearly half (43%) went over budget…

Q16: When you did your renovations, did you have a budget? (Unweighted Base:  N=2366)
Q17: And, did your renovations go over budget?  (Unweighted Base:  N=1544)
Q18: And by how much did you exceed your budget? (Unweighted Base: N=606)

Had a Budget?

Yes 
66%No 33%

28%
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Exceeded 
Budget On 
Average By 74%

Avg. % excess of budget  

74%
88%
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Almost the same number of homeowners used a 
budget, but more went over budget in 2007 than in 
2006…

66% 64%

33% 34%

2007 2006

Yes No

Q16: When you did your renovations, did you have a budget? (Unweighted Base:  N=2366)
Q17: And, did your renovations go over budget?  (Unweighted Base:  N=1544)

% of adult Canadian homeowners completing renovations in past 2 years, 
and had a budget

43% 38%

57% 60%

2007 2006

Yes No

% of Canadian renovators who went over budget in past  2years
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46%

34%

31%

12%

9%

7%

3%

3%
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44%

28%

33%

12%

10%

3%

1%

2%

2%

7%

The time it took to complete renovations

The overall cost of the renovations

The inconvenience involved

The contractors/trades people

The quality of workmanship

Getting the financing

Other

None/ didn't have any problems/ no headaches

Doing the work myself

DK/NS
2007
2006

Q15: And thinking back to these renovations, what would you describe as having been your 'biggest renovation 
headaches'? (Unweighted Base:  N=2366)

% of adult Canadian homeowners completing renovations in past 2 years

The largest ‘headache’ increases from 2006 
include ‘overall cost’ and ‘financing’…
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Fewer Canadians are planning to renovate over the 
next two years than were planning to do so in 2006 
or 2005…the trend is downward…

Q2:  Are you planning any renovations or home improvements to your home over the next twelve months?  (Unweighted base: 2007=3853, 2006=2367, 2005=1854)
Q3:  What about over the next two years?  (Unweighted base: 2007=1607, 2006=1033, 2005=627)

% of adult Canadian homeowners

Total
Yes  vs. No

This group will be 
referred to as 
“Renovators”

55%

58%

68%

12%

12%

8%

25%

9%

9%

8%

21%

16%

2007

2006

2005

Next 1 yr Next 2 yrs None DK

76% vs. 9%

70% vs. 9%

67% vs. 25%
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Primary reasons for the renovation 
plans…energy efficiency, value, 
safety…

61%

28%

25%

23%

8%

10%

14%

60%

25%

25%

17%

8%

7%

0%

61%

35%

30%

29%

11%

12%

1%

To make our home more
attractive

For safety/maintenance
reasons

Because I/we enjoy it

To increase the value of
our home

Because we need more
space

To make our home
easier to sell

To increase energy
efficiency

2007 2006 2005

Q12:  What is the primary reason that you are planning these renovations?  [RANDOMIZE, CHECK ALL THAT APPLY] 
(Unweighted Base: 2007=2607, 2006=1650, 2005=1377)  

% of adult Canadian homeowners who intend to renovate in the next 2 years

Largest increase
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41%

36%

32%

26%

24%

23%

17%

7%

2%

1%

1%

44%

35%

39%

29%

29%

23%

19%

7%

1%

1%

0%

Big box store

Friends/family/neighbour homes

Magazines

TV home improvement show

Specialty store

Internet

Other large retailers

My own design/ ideas

Interior decorator/ designer

Contractor

Spouse/Partner
2007
2006

Q9: Now that you've decided to renovate or make a home improvement, where did you, or will you, get your inspiration for 
design, colour, model, features, etc? (Unweighted Base:  N=2607)  

% of adult Canadian homeowners planning renovations or improvements

Big box stores, family and friends, magazines 
and TV shows are most likely to inspire 
renovators…
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Canadians anticipate spending slightly 
more on their renovations this year 
than last…
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Q6:  How much do you think you will spend on these renovations? (Unweighted Base:  N=2607)

% of adult Canadian homeowners who intend to renovate in the next 2 years

Mean
$9,850 $8,982 $8,834

2007 2006 2005

Median

$4,632 $4,633 $4,453

2007 2006 2005


