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RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
Four-in-ten Canadian retirees had no choice for their retirement date

QA5. Why did you retire? / Thinking about the first time you retired, why did you retire from your primary job/ 
profession? / When you do retire from your primary job/ profession, what do you expect will be the reason(s)?
Base: All respondents (Note: excludes 109 out of 1066 (Retired) and 128 out of 1093 (Not retired) respondents
who selected both ‘choice’ AND ‘no choice’ options) = significant difference compared 

to 2012.
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QA5. Why did you retire? / Thinking about the first time you retired, why did you retire from your primary job/ 
profession? / When you do retire from your primary job/ profession, what do you expect will be the reason(s)?
Base: All respondents (Note: excludes 109 out of 1066 (Retired) and 128 out of 1093 (Not retired) respondents
who selected both ‘choice’ AND ‘no choice’ options) = significant difference compared 

to 2012.

No choice

RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
Reasons for “not by choice” retirement
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QA6. How long before your actual retirement did you know you would retire? / How long before your actual 
retirement do you expect to know that you will retire?
Base: All respondents = significant difference compared 

to 2012.

RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
Canadian retirees received little advance notice before they retired
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QA7. In hindsight, do you think you retired at the right time for you?
Base: Fully or partially retired or retired and returned to work

RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
Retirement timing in hindsight – too soon or just right?
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QA7aNEW2011. What made it perfect timing?
Base: Perfect timing for retirement   * Small base size = significant difference compared 

to 2012.

RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
What made retirement timing perfect for you?
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QF4. [SUMMARY - RANK 1/3] If at some point in your retirement you determined that your household income was not 
enough – what ‘survival strategies’ would you put in place?
Base: All respondents

Top 3 survival strategies

= significant difference compared 
to 2012.

RBC 2013 Retirement Myths & Realities Poll: 
Top strategies to boost retirement income
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