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A big boost for small business

Small business owners know that getting the right information and advice can make all the difference to getting a new business started up the right way.

Research indicates that over 900,000 Canadians are thinking about starting a business this year alone – over half of these aspiring entrepreneurs having never owned a business before.  And as anyone who has been through the startup process can tell you, it’s not enough just to have a great idea.  

The key to business success is how well you understand and execute the many details that can turn your vision into a successful, fully functioning company – everything from finding startup financing to hiring the right people (when the time is right.)  The question is, where can entrepreneurs go to learn what those details are, let alone how to execute them?

New business advice website
Small business entrepreneurs have a new resource they can now turn to, for advice on starting up, growing and transitioning their business, hosted by RBC Royal Bank:  www.rbc.com/tips.

“Although there are a number of online resources available for Canadians who want to start up their first business – or start over in a new venture – the challenge is finding the right information,” explains Rina Pillitteri, RBC Royal Bank’s national director, Small Business. 

“To make it easier, we’re posting advice on key aspects of starting up a business on the website. It provides ready online access to key information that can help Canadian entrepreneurs successfully begin and grow their new enterprises.”

One stop research shop
At the heart of the new website is a series of Small Business Tips, which function as “thought starters” to help aspiring entrepreneurs form a more complete picture of what it takes to start a business.

Some of the topics covered on the site include: 
	What it takes to be your own boss

Calculating your business startup costs
Making sense of taxes
Registering your business
Opening a business deposits account
	Matching financing to your needs


From learning the fundamentals of creating a business plan to determining which business structure is right for you, now the advice you are looking for is just a mouse click away.

New tips for aspiring entrepreneurs and existing business owners are being added throughout the year, to create a comprehensive advice archive for Canadian entrepreneurs.  People who visit the site also have the opportunity to submit tips of their own – the website is an interactive meeting place, where entrepreneurs can share and learn from the real life experiences of others.  Free copies of some of the guide books RBC has created for small businesses – including “Starting a Business”, “Growing Your Business” and “Succession Planning for Your Small Business” – are also available through the www.rbc.com/tips website.

“At RBC we have the tools, resources and advice to help entrepreneurs start and develop their own business,” says Ms. Pillitteri. “Our goal is to make it easy and convenient for people visiting the site to learn what they need to know to undertake their financial transactions and grow their businesses.”
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