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The changing face of self-directed investors
Where 10 years ago, the profile of a self-directed investor would have been techie-trader types in their 30s, mainly men, interested exclusively in trading stock.  Today’s self-directed investors cover a full range of personalities, including men, women, older and younger, with a wide range of investment objectives. There are still certainly people who use direct investing as a means to trade only stock, but more and more people are using it for all of their investment needs, including both registered and non-registered. Many of today’s self-directed investors develop plans to meet their long term objectives with balanced portfolios that include GICs, bonds, stocks, mutual funds and more.  
The notion of self-directed or online investing, as it is commonly known, can be overwhelming for many people.  While many investors may have considered online investing, lack of investing knowledge and confidence may prevent them from taking that next step. 

You don’t have to be on your own
The industry’s response has been to provide self-directed clients with ideas and validation of their investment decisions. This includes easy online access to tools, resources, education and guidance to help them make informed investment decisions.  Investors may not realize how much free information is available to them. When you become a client with a self-directed company such as RBC Direct Investing, you have access to:
	Learning resources to develop and enhance your investments knowledge
Model Portfolios to help you build or diversify your portfolio

Features such as Practice Accounts - which allow Canadians to test-drive RBC Direct Investing with $100,000 in no-risk ‘practice money’.

For more information please visit: www.rbcdirectinvesting.com

RBC Direct Investing is a member of CIPF.
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