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On pins and needles

Central bankers worried aloud about the outlook for the global economy vowing to use monetary policy as a tool to counter stresses in
financial markets and keep their economies growing. In particular, the Federal Reserve announced that extraordinarily stimulative policy
will likely be needed until late 2014 in order for its mandate of price stability and full employment to be achieved. The Bank of Canada,
in its quarterly forecast update, argued that the outlook for the world economy had deteriorated and uncertainty increased since early
December 2011. While growth beat expectations in the second half of 2011, the Bank projected a more moderate pace ahead reflecting
global challenges, which suggests that policy will remain at its current stimulative level for the remainder of 2012. To be sure, the
uncertainty about the ability of Europeans to find a credible resolution to the sovereign-debt crisis and, in the immediate-term, tackle
Greece’s funding requirements is weighing on confidence and keeping central bankers in a state of heightened alert. Recent economic
reports, show that the global economy has been able to stay on a moderate growth path and has so far avoided another sharp decline.

IMF downgrades growth forecasts

The International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) semi-annual forecast update proved a dour affair with all but the US growth forecast being revised
lower for 2012. In the US, the IMF maintained its 1.8% projection for 2012, staying below the consensus forecast for a 2.2% gain this year.
Heightened concerns about developments in Europe resulted in 1.6 percentage points being lopped off the 2012 forecast, which now stands at
-0.5%. While most other forecasts saw smaller downgrades, the IMF’s message was clear: the world economy is on fragile footing, and the
2012 global expansion is likely to be the slowest since 2009.

US economic data point to momentum being sustained

In the US, the economy accelerated in the fourth quarter of 2011, and recent reports point to this stronger momentum being
maintained in early 2012. The ISM manufacturing report indicated that the manufacturing industry continued to expand in the first
month of 2012. The details of the report were encouraging in showing that all components except inventories remained in
expansionary territory. The US labour market surprised on the upside as non-farm payrolls rose by a sharp 243,000 in January and the
unemployment rate fell to 8.3%. These indicators bode well for the quicker pace of expansion established in the fourth quarter of last
year to be maintained.

Low rates warranted ““at least through late 2014”

In the final analysis, the Fed concluded that in order to achieve its mandate, the very low level of the policy rate may be warranted “at least
through late-2014.” This extended the time horizon from mid-2013 as indicated in the previous statement. The Fed’s assessment of current
conditions (economy has been expanding moderately) and projections for growth (downgraded slightly from November) were partly responsible
for this lower-for-longer profile especially when overlaid with the Fed’s assessment that the global economy is slowing.

A boring year for bond traders

The Fed’s announcement and growing expectation that the Fed will announce another round of quantitative easing via purchases of
mortgage-backed securities have led us to pare back our interest rate forecasts for US Treasury yields. 10-year rates, which stand at
1.92% today, are forecasted to be 2.25% at year-end 2012 with two-year rates holding around 0.25%. In 2013, with our expectations
of firmer growth and persistent job gains, we believe that interest rates will grind higher. Having said that, the massive amount of
slack in the US economy will keep price pressures at bay and, combined with unchanged monetary policy, points to increases in term
rates being limited. Our revised forecast is for the two-year US Treasury bond yield to rise to 0.75% and the 10-year rate to 2.90%.
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